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  1.  Purpose and Scope
This policy sets out the LDWA's minimum requirements for dogs on Local Group social walks in England and Wales. It applies to all Local Groups, Walk Leaders, and walkers who wish to bring a dog on an LDWA social walk.
While Local Groups may apply additional requirements appropriate to their area and circumstances, all groups must meet the minimum standards set out in this policy. This policy should be read alongside the Local Group Social Walks Policy V2 (July 2026), which sets the overarching framework for all social walk activity, and the Local Groups Social Walks Guidance V1 (July 2026) §7c, which provides operational guidance for Walk Leaders and walkers on managing dogs during walks.
This policy sets minimum standards for social walks in England and Wales. The law is different in Scotland: livestock worrying is governed by separate legislation — the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2021 — and dog control on access land follows the Scottish Outdoor Access Code rather than the Countryside Code. Groups walking in Scotland must follow those Scottish requirements, which differ from this policy in several important respects, including a wider definition of livestock and significantly higher penalties (see the Scotland subsection in Section 7).
  2.  LDWA Minimum Standards
The following requirements apply to all LDWA Local Groups offering social walks in England and Wales. They must be communicated to Walk Leaders and members as part of the Group's walk programme.

Walk Leader discretion. It is the Walk Leader's discretion whether dogs will be permitted on their walk. Walk Leaders should state clearly in the event listing whether dogs are or are not permitted (see Section 6 for suggested wording).
Prior permission. Walkers wishing to bring a dog must seek permission from the Walk Leader in advance of the walk.
Pet owner liability insurance. Dog owners must hold a valid pet owner's liability insurance policy. Ownership of this insurance must be confirmed by the dog owner and recorded on the Social Walk Register before the walk begins. Walk Leaders must not permit a dog on their walk if insurance cannot be confirmed.
Leads near livestock. Dogs must be kept on a short lead at all times when in fields, paths, or areas with livestock, including camelids (alpacas and llamas). This is a legal requirement under the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) Act 2025.
Lead on Walk Leader's instruction. Walk Leaders may require dogs to be on a short lead at any time during the walk, for any reason. Dog owners must comply with this instruction immediately.
Countryside Code compliance. All dog owners must comply with the Countryside Code for England and Wales and all relevant legislation (see Section 5).
  3.  Walk Leader Responsibilities
Walk Leaders are responsible for managing the presence of dogs on their walk safely and in accordance with this policy. In addition to the minimum standards above, Walk Leaders should:
1. Decide in advance whether dogs will be permitted and state this clearly in the event listing, using the suggested wording in Section 6.
1. Check that every dog owner has confirmed their pet owner liability insurance cover, and ensure this is recorded on the Social Walk Register before the walk departs.
1. Brief dog owners at the walk start on lead requirements, particularly near livestock, and on any route-specific hazards involving animals or terrain.
1. Identify sections of the route where dogs may need to be on leads — for example, fields with livestock, areas of high fire risk, or paths where dogs could cause a hazard to other walkers — and communicate these to dog owners before and during the walk.
1. Use the Social Walk Planning Checklist (V1, July 2026) to identify dog-related hazards such as livestock, farmyards, and stiles when planning the route.
1. Reserve the right to refuse a dog or ask a dog owner to leave the walk if the dog poses a risk to others, to livestock, or to wildlife, or if the owner cannot confirm valid insurance.
1. Record any dog-related accident, incident, or near miss on the Social Walk Register and complete an LDWA Accident and Incident Form as required by Section 4.
  4.  Incident and Accident Reporting
Any accident or incident involving a dog during an LDWA social walk — including dog bites, livestock worrying, near misses, or injury to a person or animal — must be reported in accordance with the LDWA Accident and Incident Reporting Procedure. This applies regardless of whether the incident appears minor at the time.
Walk Leaders must:
1. Complete an LDWA Accident and Incident Form as soon as possible after any such event.
1. Forward the completed form to the person in their Local Group responsible for passing it to the LDWA Treasurer.
1. Note the incident on the Social Walk Register, including the name and contact details of the dog owner involved.

In cases where a dog has worried livestock or caused injury, Walk Leaders should also advise the dog owner to report the incident to the landowner and, where appropriate, to the relevant authority (Local Authority Rights of Way Department, Health and Safety Executive, or the Police).
This policy is consistent with, and should be read alongside, Section 3.4 of the Local Group Social Walks Policy V2 (July 2026), which sets out the mandatory incident reporting framework for all LDWA social walks.
  5.  Walker and Dog Owner Responsibilities
Walkers who wish to bring a dog on an LDWA social walk must:
1. Seek prior permission from the Walk Leader before the walk.
1. Hold a valid pet owner's liability insurance policy and confirm this to the Walk Leader. Details must be recorded on the Social Walk Register.
1. Keep the dog on a short lead at all times near livestock (including camelids) and whenever the Walk Leader requires it.
1. Comply with the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) Act 2025 and all other applicable legislation (see Section 7).
1. Follow the Walk Leader's instructions regarding the dog at all times during the walk.
1. Not allow the dog to approach or disturb livestock, horses, wildlife, or other walkers without permission.

If a dog chases livestock, the owner should not attempt to restrain it physically if doing so would put themselves at risk. The dog should be released, as livestock will chase the dog rather than the person.
Dog owners remain personally liable for the actions of their dog at all times, regardless of compliance with this policy.
  6.  Assistance Dogs
Assistance dogs are welcome on all LDWA social walks in accordance with the Equality Act 2010. Walk Leaders may not refuse entry to an assistance dog except where the route presents a genuine and unavoidable safety risk to the dog or its owner that cannot reasonably be mitigated.
Where a route does present such a risk (for example, terrain that is inaccessible to a guide dog, or unavoidable livestock at a critical point on the route), Walk Leaders should, wherever possible, identify and offer an alternative route segment. If a route is genuinely unsuitable for an assistance dog and no alternative exists, this should be stated clearly in the event listing so that the walker can make an informed decision before attending.
Assistance dogs are not subject to the pet owner liability insurance requirement in Section 2.
  7.  Legal Framework
The following legislation is relevant to dogs on walks in England and Wales. Walk Leaders and dog owners are expected to be aware of these requirements.

	Legislation
	Relevance to LDWA Walks

	Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) Act 2025 (in force 18 March 2026)
	Significantly strengthens livestock protection law. Key provisions: unlimited fines for owners of dogs that worry livestock; police powers to seize dogs; coverage extended to roads, paths, and open access land (not just fields); camelids (alpacas and llamas) added to protected animals; 'worrying' now includes harassing livestock without physical contact. Dogs must be on a short lead at all times near livestock.

	Animals Act 1971
	Dog owners are strictly liable for damage caused by their dog to livestock. Pet owner liability insurance is strongly recommended and is an LDWA requirement for dogs on social walks.

	Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, s.2(1)(b)
	On open access land in England and Wales, dogs must be kept on a lead of no more than two metres from 1 March to 31 July each year (nesting season) and at all times near livestock. Walk Leaders should be aware of this when planning routes that cross access land.

	Control of Dogs Order 1992
	All dogs in a public place must wear a collar with the owner's name and address. Walk Leaders may wish to check that dogs brought on their walks carry this identification.

	Equality Act 2010
	Assistance dogs must be permitted on all walks. Exclusion of an assistance dog is permissible only in exceptional circumstances where a genuine safety risk cannot be mitigated — see Section 6.


Scotland — separate legal framework
This policy sets minimum standards for social walks in England and Wales. Groups walking in Scotland must instead comply with Scottish law and the Scottish Outdoor Access Code. The law differs from England and Wales in several important respects, and Walk Leaders operating in Scotland must be aware of the following.
Different legislation. Livestock worrying in Scotland is governed by the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act 1953 as amended by the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) (Scotland) Act 2021 — not by the England and Wales Act. References to the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) (Amendment) Act 2025 do not apply in Scotland.
Being “at large” is itself an offence. A dog does not have to chase or attack. Allowing a dog to be at large (not on a lead or otherwise under close control) in a field or enclosure containing sheep is an offence in its own right.
Wider definition of livestock. The protected animals include camelids (alpacas and llamas), ostriches, farmed deer, enclosed game birds and buffalo, as well as the usual farm animals.
Do not enter fields with young stock. The Scottish Outdoor Access Code advises keeping dogs on a short lead or under close control near all farm animals, and not taking dogs into fields where there are lambs, calves or other young animals at all — even on a lead.
Higher penalties. Owners of dogs that worry livestock in Scotland face an unlimited fine (commonly cited as up to £40,000) and/or up to 12 months’ imprisonment, and the police have powers to seize and examine dogs.
Walk Leaders leading walks in Scotland should apply the same LDWA minimum standards as elsewhere (prior permission, pet owner liability insurance recorded on the Social Walk Register, and dogs on a short lead near livestock or when instructed), and should additionally follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code in all cases.
  8.  Suggested Event Listing Wording
Local Groups and Walk Leaders are encouraged to use the following wording when listing social walks on the LDWA website or in Group communications.

Where dogs are permitted:
Dogs are welcome on this walk. Dog owners must have valid pet owner's liability insurance and must confirm this on the Social Walk Register on the day. Dogs must be kept on a short lead near livestock and whenever the Walk Leader requests. Please let the Walk Leader know in advance if you are bringing a dog.

Where dogs are not permitted:
Dogs are not permitted on this walk (assistance dogs excepted). Please contact the Walk Leader in advance if you have any questions.

Where dogs may be permitted subject to route conditions:
Dogs may be permitted on this walk — please contact the Walk Leader in advance to discuss. Dog owners must have valid pet owner's liability insurance and confirm this on the Social Walk Register. Dogs must be kept on a short lead near livestock and at all other times when requested by the Walk Leader.
  9.  Related Documents
This policy should be read alongside the following LDWA documents:
1. Local Group Social Walks Policy V2 (July 2026) — the governing framework for all social walks, including Section 3.5 (dogs on walks)
1. Local Groups Social Walks Guidance V1 (July 2026) §7c — operational guidance on managing dogs during social walks
1. Social Walk Register — the form on which dog owner insurance must be recorded
1. LDWA Accident and Incident Reporting Procedure — mandatory reporting process for dog-related incidents
1. Countryside Code for England and Wales — published by Natural England
1. Scottish Outdoor Access Code — applies to walks in Scotland (this policy does not cover Scotland)
  10.  Monitoring and Review
This policy will be reviewed annually. The next review is due by February 2027, or sooner if required by a change in legislation. The NEC Secretary is responsible for initiating and coordinating the review.
Compliance with this policy — including insurance record-keeping on the Social Walk Register and incident reporting — will be considered as part of the LDWA's annual governance review.
Questions about this policy should be directed to: volunteersupport@ldwa.org.uk

*End of Policy*
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