‘Don’t Lose Your LDPs’

Old Paths (2000-2009) which might be ‘re-discovered’ by Local Groups

Batch 2 (30th June 2025)
A second batch of fifteen LDPs for which we currently don’t hold any supporting information other than GPX & Memory Map track files. Most had been set to ‘Hidden’ (not visible to member or public searches), but have been made ‘Old Paths’ in order that they might be brought back by Local Groups in whose areas they run, if those Groups choose to do so. The aim is for LDPs which haven’t been supported or walked for many years to ‘re-discovered’ if they can be; otherwise, they will be deleted.

The aim is to produce new batches until we (the LDPs Team) can find no more Old Paths from that decade (2000-2009 inclusive) whose supporting information is lost or unreliable. After the spring of 2026 the process may be repeated for Old Paths from either the next decade or (more likely) the next half decade. For Batch 1 there were expressions of interest in a total of 15 of 21 LDPs; this was very encouraging, so thanks to all the Local Groups who responded.

If your Local Group is interested in recceing and perhaps ‘resurrecting’ any of these old routes, please let me know by email at the address below. the minimum is to update the GPXs, but the routes and their descriptions might also be put on the Groups’ websites. The ones for which no Groups have expressed an interest will be deleted after two months (for Batch 2, 30th August 2025). 

Thank you

Iain Connell

LDPs Officer

ldp@ldwa.org.uk

2.1 Alternative Coast to Coast
2007

199 miles

Instigators: Denis Brook, Phil Hinchliffe (authors of out of print 1998 Cicerone guidebook: in Amazon, and maybe local libraries)
From the west coast of Cumbria (Walney Island near Barrow-in-Furness) to Holy Island on the east coast of Northumberland, via the Lake District, the North Pennines, Hadrian’s Wall, and the Cheviots. A major project for a Local Group or Groups which might accompany the conversion of the ‘official’ (Wainwright’s) Coast to Coast to a National Trail ?

2.2 bc Ring
2009

61 miles

Instigator: Bishop’s Castle Walking Festival

Around the historic market town of Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire. ‘BC’ is in the heart of an area which borders an AONB between Ludlow and Shrewsbury.

2.3 Beacon Way
2009

18 miles

Instigator: not known

From Sandwell in the West Midlands to Brownhills West train station. Via the outskirts of Birmingham through the Walsall countryside and into Staffordshire, taking in the Forest of Mercia, lakes, nature reserves and canal towpaths. Named after Barr Beacon. The northern end links with the Heart of England Way on Gentleshaw Common.

2.4 Beeches Way
2007 Anytime Challenge

16 miles

Instigator: Iver and District Countryside Association

Connects the River Thames at Cookham with the Grand Union Canal at West Drayton, passing through several ancient woodlands now designated as SSSIs, including part of Burnham Beeches and the village of Stoke Poges.

2.5 Bingley Parish Boundary Walk
2008

32 miles

Instigator: not known

A circuit of Bingley based on the ancient practice of 'beating the bounds’. Goes over Rombalds Moor and via Keighley Gate and Barcroft, then towards Denham Edge, Black Hills and Willsden.

2.6 Blue Man Walk
2006

16 miles

Instigator: Forestry Commission

Through the upland coniferous forests on the east side of the North York Moors. A discontinued Forestry Commission project.

2.7 Bradford Ring
2007

32 miles

Instigator: not known

Fourteen walks with return routes which make up a 32-mile circular walk around Bradford. From Cottingley along the Aire valley to Shipley and Apperley, from where it loops to Pudsey, Birkenshaw, Scholes, Shelf and Thornton.

2.8 Brighouse Boundary Walk
2007

18 miles

Instigator: Borough of Brighouse

Originally created in 1993 to celebrate the former Borough’s centenary. Re-launched in 2001. Encircles the town, gaining access to the moors and crossing the Calder Valley. At Hartshead Moor it links with the Bronte, Calderdale and Kirklees Ways and the Spen Way Heritage Trail.

2.9 Capital Walk - Cardiff
2007

37 miles

Instigator: not known

A route around Cardiff taking in Dinas Powys, St Fagan's, Taff's Well, Ruperra Castle and Castleton. Links with the Taff-Ely Ridgeway Walk and Taff Trail at Taff's Well, and the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk near Caerphilly.

2.10 Cheltenham Circular Footpath
2007

35 miles

Instigator: not known

A route around Cheltenham with views of the Cotswold escarpment and the Severn Vale.

2.11 Coed Morgannwg Way
2006

36 miles

Instigator: Neath & Port Talbot Borough Council

Follows ancient tracks of Celtic origin, passing close by a number of Bronze and Iron Age settlements. Most of the Way is on Forestry Commission land, meeting the Taff Trail at the finish. It crosses part of the Coed Morgannwg, a complex of four upland forests, visiting the Dare Valley and Craig y Llyn, to reach Afan Argoed Country Park. From there the route follows less elevated paths past a number of archaeological remains from prehistoric to industrial times. Near to Bodvic Stone the Way links with the Ogwr Ridgeway Walk. Guidebook out of print but in Amazon and maybe local libraries.

2.12 Cross Bucks Way
2007

24 miles

Instigator: Buckinghamshire Council

A route mainly through agricultural land which links with the Oxfordshire Way at Stratton Audley, the North Bucks Way at Addington, the Swan's Way at Swanbourne and the Greensand Ridge Walk at Old Linslade.

2.13 Dales Walk
2007

72 miles

Instigator: Bob Allen (1997 guidebook author: in Amazon, and maybe local libraries)
Follows the River Ure upstream to Aysgarth and Hawes, before traversing the Mallerstang Valley to Kirkby Stephen. The second part passes Nine Standards Rigg to Keld, continuing east along the River Swale to finish at Richmond. Links with the Pennine Way at Hawes and Keld, and is coincident in parts with both the Coast to Coast Walk and the Yoredale Way.

2.14 Dark Peak Four County Tops
2009 Anytime Challenge

43 miles

Instigator: Over the Hill Club

A demanding circuit linking the four county tops of Kinder Scout (Derbyshire), High Stones (South Yorkshire, just south of Margery Hill), Black Hill (West Yorkshire) and Black Chew Head (Greater Manchester), crossing Longdendale. There was a 21-hour limit. The exact route was for the walker to devise. The route was the second to be promoted by the Over the Hill Club as part of the 'Over The Hill' challenge series.

2.15 Denby Way
2009

14 miles

Instigator: not known

A circular route situated in the area to the west of the M1, bounded by the River Calder to the north and the River Don to the south. The Way takes in Denby Dale, Penistone, Silkstone, Bretton Park and Emley Moor.
