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Welcome to the December 
2020 LDWA Chair’s Newsletter. 

December is here and 
consequently that means that 
the third and final edition of 
Strider for 2020 has now been 
sent to our members. In the 
trying times of 2020, my public 
thanks go to our Editor, 
Graham Smith for pulling 
together magazines that are 
packed with features despite 
the lack of normality in our 
walking lives. The feedback 
received in relation to the last 
two editions of Strider is that 
the impact of Covid-19 has 
meant that members have 
been willing to share their 
experiences in relation to other 
walking adventures. 
Consequently we’ve enjoyed 
magazines packed full of great 
quality articles. So, thank you 
to all contributors and to 
Graham for working hard on 
putting the magazine together 
for us all to enjoy. 

Several months ago I 
advertised for help via my 
monthly newsletter in relation 
to finding a member who 
would be willing to become the 
LDWA’s Discount Officer. 
LDWA members already enjoy 
great savings with many 
retailers and these are 
advertised on the LDWA 
website. The work was 
undertaken for years by 
Norman Corrin and he found 
many great deals for our 
members. I am pleased to 
announce that Simon Gibbs 
from Sussex LDWA has decided 
to volunteer for the role and we 
can all look forward to learning 
about more great discounts in 
the coming months as Simon 
gets to grips with the role. 
Thank-you Simon! 

Season’s Greetings to you all! 

Happy ‘Long Distance’ 
Walking! 

David Morgan 
Chair 
 

                                                                                  Y 100 Sir Fynwy 
                                        It is with considerable sadness that Y 100 Sir Fynwy Committee  
                                        members have concluded that it is impossible to organise the annual   
                                        Long Distance Walkers Association flagship event in 2021. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, huge uncertainties have materialised which make it impossible for the 
committee members to plan with any confidence that the event can be successfully staged. 

In March 2020 there was a hope that life would have quickly returned to normality and that 
the 2020 plan could be simply dusted off and reintroduced a year later. Sadly, that has not 
proven to be the case and a number of barriers have materialised. The Government regulations 
in Wales are different from the rest of the United Kingdom and the Government in Wales has 
not produced a timeline within a strategy that would enable event organisers to plan events 
in Wales in 2021 with any confidence.  

Of the eleven village halls that were booked for the event, only three have responded in 
relation to their venue being available in 2021. The school staff have stated that the Walk HQ 
venue will only be available if the Welsh Government regulations allow.  

The entry numbers on the event are several hundred short of a break-even point for the event 
and in order to successfully deliver the event, Y 100 Sir Fynwy committee would soon have had 
to start spending money on Walk HQ, transport, village halls and catering. The committee was 
very conscious that in 2020, entrants were required to forego £20 of their entry fee to cover 
the costs when entry fees were reimbursed.  

With so much uncertainty, Y 100 Sir Fynwy committee members felt that it would be 
irresponsible to spend entrants’ money without a guarantee that the event would be 
successfully staged.  

Y 100 Sir Fynwy committee members were prepared to write a new plan and squeeze three 
years’ work into five months in order to deliver the event, but only if it could be deemed with 
absolute certainty that the event would be held. Regrettably, the committee concluded 
unanimously and with an extremely heavy heart, that Y 100 Sir Fynwy will be always known as 
the ‘Hundred That Never Was’. The committee will not seek to defer the event until 2022.  

The committee wishes to thank all LDWA members who have expressed their support to the 
committee and pledged their time for both the planned Marshals’ and main events. The 
committee knows that this decision will upset a lot of people; having no Hundred for two 
consecutive years has never happened in the LDWA’s history and being a part of this statistic 
is not something that the committee wishes to be associated with. 

The committee applied to stage an event in a beautiful county, to show LDWA members a part 
of the UK that might be unfamiliar to many, to have an event with considerable variety ranging 
from the Gwent Levels to the lofty Black Mountains, to walk the Wales Coast Path and along 
two of Wales’ finest rivers in the Usk and Wye, and to have started and finished from the 
Norman border town of Chepstow. In the end, it just wasn’t possible. We’re sorry. 

But, there will be a virtual event that will count towards LDWA 100 awards. More info soon 

                          I am pleased to announce that the IT Development Fund has been boosted in                   
                             December as a result of the following donations. The executors of our late Vice    
                             President Ann Sayer, advised the LDWA NEC that Ann had generously bequeathed  
                             £11,000 to the Association on her death. This large sum will be automatically added  
                             to the Development Fund. 
I am also pleased to announce that Bristol & West LDWA have donated a second time to the IT Fund. 
On this occasion a donation of £500 has been received. A sum of £600 has also been received from 
a LDWA Group from northern England who wish to remain anonymous.  Thank you to both Groups 
for your generosity and understanding. The IT Development Fund now sits at over £112,000 and 
with sustained hard work and generosity I am confident that the required funds will be raised. 
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                                    Anytime Challenge Events 
Several LDWA Groups have embraced the fact that during these  
difficult COVID-19 times, that ‘Anytime’ challenge events can 
be organised to encourage LDWA members to walk a set route on a date that suits the individual 
entrant. Two examples that were advertised in the Strider magazine but had the word “CANCELLED” 
on them were BBN’s “Chiltern Kanter” and Dorset’s “Cerne Giant”. Please be reassured that these 
new “Anytime” events will definitely be happening. 
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