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Welcome to the October 2020 
LDWA Chair’s Newsletter. 

In addition to the very time 
consuming COVID-19 work 
that is taking place, the NEC 
has prepared a new Business 
Plan for the period 2020-2025. 
This work took place in March 
when the strict lockdown was 
imposed nationally and there 
was no prospect of any 
Association activities taking 
place. A sub-committee met 
regularly over 4 weeks, 
prepared the plan and at the 
full NEC meeting on the 8th 
August, the plan was ratified. 
The plan can be accessed here. 

The plan acknowledges the 
impact that COVID-19 is likely 
to have on the Association. In 
addition, the plan looks at the 
services that the LDWA already 
delivers and seeks to protect 
and enhance the services that 
so many of our members love. 

The plan seeks to ensure that 
the LDWA actively promotes a 
sense of community which in 
turn will help the physical and 
mental wellbeing of our 
members. 

The plan will seek to build an 
environmentally sustainable 
Association by ensuring that 
environmental matters are 
critically considered. 

The plan also requires that a 
review of the structure of the 
Association at both local and 
national levels takes place in 
order to strengthen the 
Association’s long term 
efficiency and viability.  

In the coming months 
assistance will be sought from 
members who have experience 
of business change to assist 
with the reviews. 

Happy ‘Long Distance’ 
Walking! 

David Morgan 
Chair 

 

The last month has seen COVID-19 restrictions return to a number of local 
areas throughout the United Kingdom. Consequently, the social walk 
programme that has tentatively returned in many Local Group areas has 
had to adapt to what is and isn’t allowed locally. 
I cannot begin to exaggerate the amount of work undertaken by members 
of the NEC in the last 6 months as members have read, interpreted and 
written rules and guidelines that enabled social walking to return.  
The NEC has met every Monday evening without fail since March and 
because of the unique nature of the UK, the NEC has had to review the 
different rules each Government has imposed.  
The authorities in England and Scotland required risk assessments to be 
completed for social walks with higher numbers. In Wales, 30 people can 
walk together and no such assessments are required. And, the very time 
consuming work has been done to enable members to keep walking.  
The last 7 weeks have been spent meeting and then writing rules and 
guidelines that will see challenge walks return in England, subject to a 
successful report being submitted to Sport England. The challenge walks 
will certainly be different as COVID-19 regulations cannot allow the old 
style to return, but with creativity and enthusiasm, a challenge walk 
programme can be possible. The rules and guidelines will shortly be sent 
to Local Group representatives. 
So, when I learned that LDWA members have expressed concerns that the 
NEC wishes to retain the social walk risk assessments after COVID-19, that 
the NEC is imposing bureaucratic ‘red tape’ unnecessarily and that COVID-
19 has given the NEC an opportunity to tighten down on social walk 
requirements, you can imagine that the NEC was rather concerned. 
When the 11 members of the NEC were elected at the March AGM, none 
could have foreseen the number of voluntary hours required to keep on 
top of the ever changing COVID-19 regulations across the three nations in 
which the LDWA operates. None of the rules and ‘red tape’ is desired by 
your NEC and have only been introduced in order to ensure that walking 
can continue during these difficult times. Some members might wish to 
reflect on that. 
 
                                                               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

 
 
 
 

                                I am pleased to report that the IT Development Fund 
                                received two donations during September. Dorset  
                                LDWA donated £574 and East Lancashire LDWA donated 
                                £1000. Many thanks to both Groups for their generosity                       
                                and recognition that the IT Fund needs to be built.  
 

LONG DISTANCE WALKERS 
ASSOCIATION 

 

                                                                                               LDWA Archive 
                                             In the August Strider magazine, Sandra Brown sought 
                                                      assistance from members as she wanted to establish 
                                                      an archive of key LDWA material at the Surrey 
                                                      History Centre, with the welcome agreement and 
support of the Surrey County Archivist. As a result of the assistance from members, 
the LDWA archive will comprise a complete run of the magazine: the “Newsletter” 
from 1972 – mid-1977, and then “Strider” from late 1977 to the present day. The 
collection will be kept up to date as further numbers appear and will complement 
the digital LDWA archive that be accessed here. The archive will be catalogued, 
cared for and made available for study and will provide an important resource for 
readers and researchers in all aspects of long distance walking. 
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