A Crown for Coronation Weekend, Sunday 7th May 2023
23 walkers, 19.9 miles – leader Gavin Fuller
A goodly number of walkers were assembled on a cloudy morning at Ashford International with Kentish locals somewhat outnumbering the London Group contingent, putting the pressure somewhat on the leader to get things right on their patch!
We started by leading down the Stour before passing by the newbuilds at Conningbrook Lakes with an accompanying controversial, supposedly “uplifting” Loop sculpture. As we rejoined the Stour the Wye Crown, focus of the first few miles, came into view – sculpted on the Downs for the Coronation of Edward VII in 1902 it seemed an appropriate weekend to have a walk to it. And unlike London’s washout for Charles III’s the day before the skies started to clear as we neared it and by the time we ascended to the Crown it had turned into a pleasant spring day.
After an early lunch taking in the view from Wye Downs it was over the back for an undulating wood passing Crundale Church and into several woods with plenty of bluebells out to enhance the scenery. The unexpected increasingly warm conditions meant that one walker had to bail out after the woodlands and drop off to Chilham station, but the rest continued down the Stour Valley Way to Wye, where the front were able to get to the hourly train in time, whilst those further back found refreshment in the village before getting the next one!
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