
Walk Report - Streams, Ponds Rivers & Canals

I've been a member of LDWA for about two years but this is the first 
hike I've been able to join.  I'm only over here a couple months out 
of the year and always look to see if there is a hike close enough to 
Dorking that I can join.  I must say this was my best first hike ever 
with a group.   A brisk pace was kept by all and the friendliness and 
acceptance by the group was amazing.  Jackie and Dave did a 
wonderful job leading us on our adventure and carefully chose the 
pub we ate at for lunch (there were several to choose from and they 
chose Sir Roger Tichborne for us).  They even brought biscuits (aka 
cookies in the US) and cake for our rest stop at a nice spot with a 
bench to sit a bit.  This was billed as a water hike (viewing the water 
not crossing it) and I was scared we would also get rain so the hike 
would really live up to the name. Luckily no rain and it actually did 
get quite hot during the day.  We did see a lot of water and followed 
the canal for a couple of miles.  I was also told there is an obligatory 
picture on a bridge that we had to take (we took several).  This was 
actually two hikes combined so we could get the 24 miles.  We 
started in Waliswood at the  Scarlett Arms, went through Ewhurst 
Green and followed the Downs Link Path to the Wey Arun Canal 
and followed it to Loxwood.  Then went to Gibbons Mill and 
Rudgwick, and back to Scarlet Arms in Waliswood.  We saw the 
Oakwood Church-in-the-wood right before we reached the end of 
the hike that was built in 1220 with a cemetery that had interesting 
head stones.  I'm not used to seeing such old stuff in America or 
odd cemetery markers.  I can't say enough about how kind and 
what strong hikers the group turned out to be.  We were a small 
group so that made it easier to get to know everyone. Thanks again 
to Jackie and Dave for fearlessly leading us through the thorns and 
thistles (we came out of it a bit scratched up) and to Steve, Roger, 
and Ted for the good conversation.  I did learn something and the 
group generously let me practice my new skill several times. I had 
no idea about the electric fences and the group quickly educated 
me.  You grab the PLASTIC handle NOT the wire to unhook the 
fence, let everyone pass through, and re-hook the fence.  This 
would never be done in the US. You would be shot the first time for 
going through someone's field and shot twice for undoing their 



electric fence to get to it.  I can't wait to hike again with the group 
and until then happy hiking!
 
Kimmy Randolph


