London Countryway Starter – Gravesend to Borough Green, Saturday 6th May 2017
8 walkers, 18 miles – leader Dave Williams
7 merry souls joined the stand-in leader at the very aptly named Gravesend for the first two parts of the London Countryway.
Unfortunately the first hour involved a dreary slog through this rather drab environment.
However salvation was at hand as once we reached Jeskyn's Country Park things greatly improved and after a brief refuelling stop at Cobham church we proceeded across numerous orchards & a short road section to reach our lunch stop, the Cock Inn at Henley Street, where the undoubted highlight (probably of the whole walk) were some rather interesting pictures adorning the gentlemen's toilets!
After a rather prolonged break we plodded on, on the leader's improvised route & eventually reached Harvel for a brief water stop.
Onwards and we then managed to survive the biggest hazard of the day, a golf driving range, albeit more by luck than judgement!
After another detour due to an unauthorised path closure we then managed to survive the perils of another golf course & after reaching the rather delightful village of Platt, we had another stretch of fields to cross before the rather tedious slog along the road to finally reach Borough Green.
Sadly due to yet more incompetence from the leader, we just managed to miss the train but fortunately salvation was at hand at the local Co-op which provided us with ample refreshments.
Total distance covered was 18.7 miles. 
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