Notes of West Yorkshire LDWA Committee Meeting
Wednesday 8th July 2026 @ 19:30 
Brown Cow Bingley

In Attendance:
1. Ralph Warman (RW)
2. Chris Burrell (CB)
3. Sue Haigh (SH)
4. Iain Haigh (IH)
5. Roger Mahony (RM)
6. Julia Warman (JW)
7. [bookmark: _Hlk150408086]Karen Pickersgill (KP)
8. Lesley Peel (LP)
9. Tom Wood (TW)
10. Tim Rollett (TR) – via Zoom 
11. Mags Bleur (MB) – via Zoom
12. Judi Webster (JWe)
The following documents were emailed out to all committee members ahead of the meeting. 
I. Copy of the meeting notes from 21/01/26
II. Meeting agenda for 08/07/26

	Item
	Action

	1.  Apologies
· Zoe Matsell
	

	 2.  Matter Arising from Minutes of Previous Meeting – held on 15/04/26

· Updating old LDP’s in the ‘local’ area: 

i. Bingley Parish Boundary Walk – complete & GPX file sent to Paul Nellist.
ii. Bradford Ring – to be completed. 
iii. Brighouse Boundary Walk – CB to send TR dates for recce. The BB walk is being held as a social walk on the programme – 10th October. Paul Nellist has requested GPX file as a minimum – route description & photos would be a bonus as would signage along the route.  

· Donations from the Proceeds of the Gargrave: despite reminding Wharfedale Fell Rescue to cash cheque (£250) the funds are still in the WY account. It was agreed that there will be no further follow up. 

· Local Group Emails: Strider to be updated with JW’s new email address.

· Food Safety & Allergy Training: members of the Roundhay 50 catering team to complete the training.

· Cracoe Cracker Accounts: cost of signs now moved to general accounts.

· Challenge Events: gazebo & water butts purchased.

· WY LDWA AGM: it was agreed that the food for the AGM should be the same as for last year’s AGM.
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	3.    Update from the NEC 

· CB referred the committee to the newsletter from the NEC (sent out on 1st July) which provides an update on the following;

· 2027 LDWA AGM Weekend (5-7th March in Nottingham).
· Request for a new Strider Editor
· Status of the new digital platform project & the request for member feedback
· Guidelines, for local groups, on use of images for websites/ challenge event certificates etc.

· The next Local Groups’ Meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th July – CB to attend & provide any relevant updates.

	










CB


	4.   Care & Wellbeing

· The main issue discussed was the current heatwave & measures we should take to ensure the safety & wellbeing of our members. It was agreed that we must be aware of & act on the national weather warnings & that, in hot weather, walk leaders should ideally have options to cut walks short if necessary. Also, walk leaders should look out for signs of heat exhaustion amongst the group. 

· TR informed the group of a fatality earlier this month on Pen Y Fan, in the Brecon Beacons, which the high temperatures may have contributed to. 
	










	5.   Treasurer’s Report (TR) 

· Summary: Current balance of account is £9,580.45 
· Main sources of income in the last quarter include the sale of Ebor Way books & entry fees for the Gargrave event.
· Main sources of expenditure in the last quarter include the purchase of a gazebo & water butts as well as the cost of the mini bus hire for members of the WY group who joined the Two Tom’s walk.
	











	6.    Walk Secretary’s Report (JW)

· September – December 2026 Social Walks Programme: 
· JW reported that the above programme is busy with a number of mid-week walks planned. 
· She reminded the committee about the Burley Walkers are Welcome Walk on Saturday 22nd August; 
· This will be led by RW & JW. All LDWA members are invited to take part but must register with Burley Walkers are Welcome beforehand. Further details of how to do this will be available on the West Yorkshire website nearer the time.
	

	· Joint walks:
· Each request to hold a joint walk is to be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
· Shorter Walks:
· Members should be encouraged to put shorter walks on the programme to cater for those who don’t want to do the longer mileage. The committee felt there would be interest if we included shorter walks on the programme.
	

	7. Social Secretary’s Report (LP)

· Northumbria Exchange Weekend – 25th – 27th September 2026
· All the details relating to the above is on the WY website (still a few details to be finalised). In total, 15 members from the WY group have signed up for the weekend (other members are still welcome). Those attending will be asked to bring a towel on Saturday’s walk as it involves a walk along the Pilgrim’s Way which crosses tidal sands and will be easier done with bare feet.
· Christmas Walk and Meal – Saturday 30th November 2026
· To take the form of a walk and a meal afterwards at the Wheatley Arms in Ben Rhydding. The meal at the Wheatley Arms has now been booked for 3pm for up to 30 people. Further arrangements to be progressed.
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	8.  Challenge Events (CB)

· Hunny Pot 100 2026:
· RW congratulated all those from the WY Group who took part and completed the event. He reported that members of the WY Group supported the East Yorkshire & North Yorkshire checkpoints.
· One Foot in the Gargrave 2026:
· Date for the above is Saturday 5th September 2026. 144 entrants so far. 
· Source tallies & certificates.
· Volunteer rota is in development & will be sent out shortly.
· JWe reported that she would prefer not to use any food/ drink left over from the CCC (it was agreed this would be used on the Roundhay 50 where possible with chocolate biscuits to be given out on up-coming social walks).
· One Foot in the Gargrave 2027:
· RW informed the committee that, after many years, JWe will be stepping down from leading & organising the catering for the Gargrave after the 2026 event. He thanked JWe for her huge contribution in this area & acknowledged all her hard work and commitment over the years. He went on to inform the committee that he would be stepping down from managing the Gargrave at the same time. 
· It was agreed that, if the above roles could be filled, the WY Group will continue to run the Gargrave & the village hall should be booked provisionally for 2027. 
· Members of the committee were asked to consider taking on either of these two roles. TW volunteered to take on a larger part in organising & running the Gargrave.
· Interest from the wider membership will be sought via the newsletter.
· Jurassic 100 Main Event – Saturday 29th to Monday 31st May 2027:
· It was agreed that the WY Group will not take up the offer of running the breakfast stop on the above event. However, we will inform the organisers that members of the WY Group will be around over the weekend of the event and will be happy to help out.
· Millstone 100 – 2028:
· WY Group has confirmed it will help on the above event. Awaiting further details.

· Heart of England 100 – 2029:
· Awaiting contact.
· Wainwright 100 - 2030
· WY Group have confirmed that we will support on the above.
· Roundhay 50 – 20-21 February 2027:
· Next meeting of the sub-group involved in organising & running the above (R50 Team) is on Wednesday 9th September at 19:00 via Zoom. 
· R50 Catering Team to meet again on 2nd August to finalise menus/ quantities.
· Catering Team to visit all checkpoints to better understand equipment & facilities available. Madeleine to be approached to help facilitate this.
· Where appropriate, equipment which can be used on the R50 to be handed over following the Gargrave.
· Lakeland 50 – 10th & 11th April 2027:
· It was agreed that the WY Group will offer to run the Broughton-in-Furness checkpoint which opens at 17.15 on the Saturday & closes at 00.30. on the Sunday. 8 members of the committee volunteered to run the checkpoint. Lakeland Group to be informed.
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	9.   AOB

· West Yorkshire Group – 50th Anniversary Celebrations – 2027:
· It was agreed that we will concentrate on the following activities to mark the above;
I. Rounday 50 – introduce a 50th Anniversary aspect/ theme to the event via, amongst other things, a special woven badge. Quotes for badges have been obtained from Peco (£1.55 each plus VAT). Other quotes to be obtained.
II. 50km Walk – committee to come up with options/ ides for the next meeting
III. Social Walk & Lunch – to take place over the Summer of 2027.  Committee to come up with options/ ideas for the next meeting.
· Outlook 365:
· This is now available to the WY Group. Richard May has been approached for help in setting it up. Follow up the request for support.
· Photos/ Images:
· CB had circulated an email which was sent to all local groups, from the NEC, earlier this month which provides advice about the use of photos & images by local groups. In summary, if photos/ images are copyrighted these should not be used without permission as there is a risk of being prosecuted. Always check the status of photos & images before they are used. 
· First Aid Training:
· Make enquiries as to whether Gemma Hunt is still available to provide refresher First Aid Training for the group &, if so, obtain details. 
· Bradford Pennine Gateway Challenge Trail – Saturday 19th September 2026:
· The above is an event which is being funded by Bradford Council and supported by Walkers are Welcome & JW & RW have got involved and offered their support. It’s part of the launch of a new 18-mile walking trail from Ilkley to Haworth in celebration of Bradford’s National Nature Reserve. Walkers are being invited to tackle the whole 18 miles in one day (nominal charge, self-guided using a GPX file & route description) or be led on short sections (there is a 7 mile, 4 miles & 7 miles section).  
· JW asked for volunteers to either lead one of the shorter routes or back mark on one of these routes. Committee to consider whether they are prepared to support & feedback to JW.
· A number of concerns & questions were raised about the event including the potential size of the walking group, managing differing levels of fitness and walking pace & walkers getting to and from the start & finish of the sections.
· Denholme Doddle:
· It was agreed that the WY Group will not advertise the above as it is a non-LDWA event.
· Ebor Way: 
· RW confirmed that, to date, we have sold (drum roll……) 413 books! 
· Support to WY Challenge Events:
· LP informed the group that Marla Howard Cutts and her husband, Ian, have offered to help out on future WY Challenge Events. It was agreed that we should ask both if they would be prepared to help on the Roundhay 50.
· WY Committee Meeting Minutes:
· It was agreed that these should be put on the website for all members to access.
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	10.  Date of Future Meetings
· The following dates were proposed. Please put in diaries.
· AGM – 3rd October 2026
· Committee Meeting – 21st October 2026
	
ALL




Meeting opened at 19:30 and closed at 21.40
KP – 13th July 2026
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