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17 intrepid LDWA members converged into the metropolis of the North! “Brighouse” for a walk which isn’t the 

Yorkshire Dales by a long way, but it kept the 17 members interested and the weather which was marvellous[until 

the last ½ hour] for a mid-November day ensured it was enjoyed. 

The walk started from Wellholme Park the official starting point of the Brighouse Boundary Walk, a 20-mile route 

around the former Borough Boundary of Brighouse. 

Leaving the park, we walked alongside Clifton Beck through Beechwood Park crossing the Calderdale Way, 

heading uphill into Birkhouse picking up the Kirklees Way, (a 73-mile circular route that circles the Metropolitan 

District of Kirklees.) after the walk leader missed the stile (very embarrassing to say he only lives ½ mile away). 

Anyway, on with the report. Passing quickly through Hartshead Moor Top and down Oldfield nook, walking 

alongside a very busy M62, we reached Scholes.This is where we picked up the Spen Valley Heritage Trail. 

The Spen Way Heritage Trail is a 21-mile circular walking trail around Spen Valley through countryside, parkland 

and urban roads. It was created in 2000 as a Millennium project, and passes through surrounding villages of 

Roberttown, Hartshead, Clifton, Scholes, Oakenshaw, Hunsworth, Birkenshaw and Gomersal. It highlights the 

architectural and cultural legacy of the woollen trade and the later industrial revolution. It includes fine yeomen's 

houses, churches, pubs, Luddite and Quaker sites, and Charlotte Bronte's friends' houses, which later featured in 

her novels. But more of the Luddite and Bronte’s later. Following the paths though fields [this might be the last 

time we can do this as AMAZON have plans to build a mega warehouse in these fields] we then met the busy A58 

Whitehall Road, which was speedily negotiated to the safer Spen Valley Greenway, 

This 8-mile route runs from Ravensthorpe (on the former Huddersfield to Wakefield line) to Low Moor (on the 

former Bradford to Halifax line) and into Bradford, connecting the towns of Cleckheaton, Dewsbury and 

Heckmondwike along the way. The former Spen Valley Line, (official name Cleckheaton Branch) was opened in 

1848 and carried a mixture of passengers, freight and summer excursions to the coast. After being closed in 

stages between 1965 and 1981, the route re-opened as a cycle and walking path in 2000. The path is famous for 

being home to a stunning collection of artworks including Sally Matthew’s flock of Swaledale Sheep constructed 

from recycled industrial scrap. We stopped for a well-earned cup of tea in the Jo Cox memorial gardens along the 

way.  

We then pressed on turning onto the Bronte way, (some may say why does the Bronte Way feature in this area), 

well when Patrick Bronte and Maria Bronte got married in Guiseley, they moved into a house on Halifax Road, 

Liversedge where their first two children, Maria (1813–1825) and Elizabeth (1814–1825) were born. Their 

remaining children Charlotte (1816–1855), Patrick Branwell (1817–1848), Emily (1818–1848) and Anne (1820–

1849) were born after they moved to Thornton. 

The Bronte Way provides a 44-mile cross Pennine route linking various places associated with the lives and works 
of the Bronte sisters. It takes in the Thursden Valley to link with the Pendle Way at Wycoller Hall (Ferndean 
Manor in the novel Jane Eyre), the moors to Top Withins (Wuthering Heights), Haworth Parsonage, where the 
Bronte’s lived and now a Bronte Museum, the Bronte’s' birthplace at Thornton, along the hills west of Bradford to 
the Spen Valley (Shirley country) before finishing at Oakwell Hall (Fieldhead in the novel Shirley). 

After a small climb we came to the A649 passing the Shears Pub picking up the Luddites Way. 



This trail comprises of two parts each five miles in length and has been devised in an attempt to help everyone 
understand the reasons why the march took place and its outcome.The trail passes through rural and urban areas 
in the Spen Valley, exploring old tracks and passing many locations of historic interest.“Luddite" is used jokingly to 
describe someone who doesn't take kindly to new technology. But in 1811, life was no joke for people hand-
producing textiles. Newly invented machines were putting them out of work, at a time when no work meant 
starvation. Croppers in West Yorkshire were badly affected- their skilled job of snipping the surface of new 
woollen cloth with large heavy shears to make it smooth had been well-paid. Secret groups formed in 
Nottingham, and then in Yorkshire and Spen Valley, calling themselves "Luddites". They tried to save their 
livelihoods by attacking mills to destroy new machinery. They were seen as dangerous industrial terrorists and the 
Government sent spies and hundreds of soldiers to suppress them. In February 1812 Luddites attacked waggons 
on Hartshead Moor which were bringing shearing frames from Marsden Huddersfield to William Cartwright's mill 
at Rawfolds Cleckheaton. They smashed the machinery and got away. 

Their most notorious action in Spen Valley began on the night of 11th April 1812 when over 100 men marched 
silently from the Dumb Steeple at Cooper Bridge to Cartwright's Mill, intent on breaking in and smashing the 
hated shearing frames. They attacked the mill in the early hours of 12th April 1812. Mr Cartwright was inside with 
5 soldiers, ready for them, with numerous other soldiers who were "on call", billeted locally. After a fierce battle 
the attack failed. Many Luddites were injured but managed to escape. Samuel Hartley and John Booth, badly 
wounded, had to be left behind. They were captured and taken to the Yew Tree Pub (now Headlands Hall), but 
large crowds of local sympathisers gathered, so they were moved to the Star Inn at Roberttown. Despite being 
interrogated, they refused to reveal names of their fellow Luddites. The story goes that John Booth beckoned Rev 
Hammond Roberson (a friend of Mr Cartwright) and asked him if he could keep a secret: when the Reverend said 
yes, John Booth replied, "So can I" and then died. 

After the Rawfolds incident, mill owners were targeted: Cartwright escaped an attempt on his life, but William 
Horsfall from Huddersfield was shot and killed. Public opinion turned against the Luddites. Sixty-four men were 
charged and remanded in York Castle. After a trial in York, 17 Luddites were hanged in January 1813, and their 
families left destitute. 

Back to the walk, Liversedge and Roberttown were passed and eventually arriving at the Dumb steeple at Cooper 
Bridge, lunch was had just before entering Bradley Golf Course, then came the first of three-footbridge crossing of 
the M62 (it makes you wonder how everybody gets anywhere safely) passing Toothill and Fixby eventually 
arriving at Elland Upper Edge with good views of the industrial valley below. It was here we could see bad 
weather coming down the Calder Valley. A welcome Mrs Burrell’s café stop was enjoyed at Cromwell Bottom, 
then a gentle climb up into the outskirts of Southowram, and back down the Calderdale Way path through 
Cromwell Woods, a historic path through Marshal’s quarry was negotiated followed by a small York stoned path 
onto Wood Bottom Lane, after a sharp steep climb we followed the footpath down Granny Hall Lane and Smithy 
Carr Lane back to Wellholme Park just as the light was fading. 

Thanks to all that turned out and supported the walk, special thanks to Ralph for been the back marker keeping 
the team together, 

If you are interested the walk on the 18th ofDecember 2021will cover the Northwest of Brighouse. (PS Christmas 
Hats are compulsory on this walk).  

 


