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i Chackpoint b
Lord Justice James'! Ssat

THE szuzu&ﬂzsﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ SOMMITS

In contrast to the snowy conditions endured on the 1981 event, this years Surrey
Summits enjoyed the best weather of the 7 held to date. As walkers assembled at
the new Witley Venue, the morning sun had already dispelled any sign-of the
overnight frost with a promise of a warm day.

Chris Steer gave the signal to start the walk and 125 jovial walkers set rff over
the Surrey hills. Within the first mile, we came across the wettest part of a very
dry course, It is interssting to note this part of the route had been diverted to
avoid a muddy section.

Checkpoints-1 and 2 were passed without incident but when I.got to checkpoint 3, I
realized there would be some controversy here. The  variety of answers on check
cards later confirmed my fears but I must say a fow of the mare exotic were quite
amusing. Officially, from the Surrey Summits point of view, Rowan Cottsoe has a
green door but I am not Tetting on who said so. S e

As walkers were going up the track to Jellys Hollow, Phil Hastings found a dear
with a broken leg which he took te a Tocal farmer. Mo doubt it was soon converted
into venison. : _ : : .

‘Al though’ the dfternoon was not particularly hot, it could have done with being a
Tittle cooler for walking. Having to climb the greensand hills when the day was at
1ts warmest, caused one or two beads of perspiration to form on brows. The drinks
checkpoint at Holbury Hill was approached with the same enthusiasm as an oasis.in
the desert. The Rammore East checkpoint'was also welcofie coming as it did at the
top of the scarp slope from the A25, P R

The marshals at Ranmore West waited patiently for the walkers as many devised

their own routes across Box Hi1l and Norbury Park but they finally managed to
account for them all.



_dafknesk.-

Bob and his men seem to specialize in this

The warm day gave way to a fine clear night with a three quarter meon giving a
bright 1ight. It cloudad up occasionally to allew the more sceptical te indulge . .
in their prafecy of rain, but any fears in that direction were unfounded.The
raversing of the route and change ef venue brought the drove road parallel with
the A25 en route during the early heurs of darkness for most walkers. This made
for easier navigation at what can be a critical time for retirements. Even sa,

75% of those who retired, did so at or between Ranmore and Guildfard.

The marshals feund Henley Fert in a mass when they went to set up the checkpaint
there. Mervyn Harvey worked hard to clear tents from the hall and then try to
rectify a plumbing fault., In spite ef his efforts, the checkpeint did not get set
up in time fer those few who beat the epening time. Mervyn did howaver take a
flask of ceffee eut to Puttenham for these who did not get a hot drink at the
official checkpaint. Things were soon under contrel however &nd mest walkers were
nat even aware there had been a crisis, '

For some reasen the persen respenszible for the equipment at the Hankley Cemmon

checkpeint did not consider i1t necessary to have @ teapot when tea is en the menu.
The ingenfous manner in which the marshals got round this problem was gquite superb
and the spsuted rice tin will certainly be a prize exhibit when we set up the:
Surrey Group museum, : iy T

After the fun and games across Hankley Common:
last year, I wondered what receptien we would
gat this year., There was a military exercise
taking place but the =oldiers did not sesm to
be so playful .Perhaps it was the knowledge

that those dangereus Tong distance walkers

were about that kept the treops safely battened
down in' their.buildings during the hours of

The new checkpeint at Hindhead Youth Hostel
was a real delight. It would not have been
out of place to see the deer "rescuzd” by Phil
Hastings eanlier reasting away over the open
Tog fire. If this checkpsint had come earlier,
on the walk, I'm sure the pleasant atmosphere
would have enduced more to retire but as it
was, with 91 eut of 100 kilometres done,

there was ensugh incentive to finish and
ignore the mere creature comforts.

However much ene enjoys the walk, it is still
nice to get to the finish. Bob Ball and his
Youngs Yeomanry were doing the cetering at
Chichester Hall and I'm sure you will agree,
they, l1ike all the marshals, served us well.

r——

type of chechpoint and entrants for the Checkpoint 21

Pilgrims 100/100+ will be glad to know that HKettlebury Hill

the Bluebell Hill checkpoint catering will = :

be-in the hands aof the same team. 3

“1In all 105 finished the course which rapresents the highest pertenthge of

finishers of all Surrey Summits except the first (invitation) walk in 1976. I've
no doubt the eariier start, easier navigation in the dark and the fine weather
all contributed to this high rats of succecs. Of the 51 finishers wha had com=-
pleted a previous Surrey Summits,38 recorded a personal best while many more
notched up their first success following ene or more previously abertive attempts.

I'm afraid there was Some controversy about the closing times of the early manned
checkpoints. I can only apologise for this but I can assure all] entrants that there

was never any intention to pull walkers out while they had a chance of cumgleting
the walk on time even if they did get to a checkpoint after the official closing

time, ; Continued on page 7
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9HE TEAMS AND TROPHIES

Two challenge trophies are awarded to teams of 3, 4 or'5 of whom at least 3 must
complete the distance together. The "Leith Trophy" to the first team to finish
all of whom reside outside Surrey and the “Gibbet Trophy" to the first team to
finish 211 of whom RESIDE inside Surrgy. Although we had guite a Tew entriss for
the Leith trophy, there was only one for the Gibbet. Even this one team did not
strictly stick to the rules because there were not 3 together all the time. The
trophy was however awarded as thoy were the only entry and they did manage to
find 3 1o walk iogether most of the time. T do not know what problems this
precident will create in the fufure but in this respect the organizers decision
is Tinal - EVEM IF HE IS COMPLETELY WRONG.

The: Impington Village College Halking Club came to defend the Leith trophy they
nad won in 1981, but whereas the conditions had then Ffavoursd the slower walkers
{where the main difficulty had besn to discipline omeself to kssp together) the
batter conditions ;his year enabled most of the flyers to remain intact.

A. I. T. F. MWinners of the Leith Trophy Time: 15 hours 58 mins
Derck Eari, Gerald Orchard and Dave Shore. - Dave Shore is a member of
the Surrey Group but RESIDES outside Surrey.
JEFFS REEELﬁ “Winpars of the Gibbet Trophy Timz: 16 hours 24 mins

_Jeff Ellingham, Bryon Alden, Steve Alden and John Robinson. - Jeff
Ellingham who walked some way in front of his team mates is not
regarded as part of the winning team.

WINCHESTER TRIO Time: 12 hours 33 mins
Paul Rutter, Mark Rutter and Lloyd Perratf.

EENT LOWA MARK I Time: 22 hours 22 mins
Keith Portér, Orian Buttifant and Peter Rickards.

SUSSEX LDHA Tst Time: 23 hours 45 mips

Paul Clifford, John Jackson, John Taylor, John Bush, Suzie Clark and
Heil Higham. = 1 do pot know what I would have decidad if this team
had got the Tastest time. There are § menbers and some RESIDE din
Surrey . 1 retired and one did not walk with his other team mambers.

RASHIRON QUARTET Timz: 24 hours
Dave Harrison, Brian Searle, Dave Trayford, and Fronk ¥right. = 1 rotirved.
THPINGTON VILLAGE COLLEGE WALKING CLUB Time: 24 hours 14 mins

Keith Barbaer, Milesz Padgeti, Stan Poulier, and Ian Rutherford, -lretired.

SUSSEX LDWA 2nd

Jason Rhode=z, Nigel Coates, Les Smith and Alan Waters. - 1 did not take
part and the othar 3 did not all walk together.

MAIDSTONE MADMEN PART II © 4
John Skinner, Nigel Smetham. Martin Bartlett and. Ron Rowsth. - 2 retired

BRISTOL BEST

Tony Rowlay, Colin Seddon, David Smith and Mac McArthur. = Did not have
3 members of the team walking together throughout.
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NOMBER OF SURREY SUFMMITS EVENTS COMPLETED

There are 3 who have comploted all ‘77 ' L
Bill Grace, Hartyn Greaves and John Westcott.

=4 who haue ang1cted B i
KEIth HEﬁ1tt R1£hard Hotchkiss, Tony Rawlny and Anthony Taylor.

& who have completed- B:i-

Brian ﬂ]ﬂk]u, Phil Hastings, H]an Ireland, Robin Lambert, B8ill Perry and
Kark Pickard. . :

11 who kave completed 4:-

' Bryon flden, Hﬂrhara.ﬂ1atchfnrd, Brian Buttifani, Sus Coles, Derck Earl,
keith Jones, Mac McArthur, Mike Parks, GecTf Stott, Jim Winyard; and Tony
?nunga

26 wnu haue completad 3:-

“Steve Alden, Keith Barber, Bill Bargate, Mike Bemnison. Ernie B15hnp, Henry
Bridae, John Budd, Dave Eha11enjer, keith Chesterfon, Cris Coates. Migsel ..
Coates, Ralph Henley, Joe May, Michael Morris, Simon 0liver, Bill Porter.
Peter Rickards, Ken Saunders®, John Seale, David Shore, Les Smith, Mike
Smith, Chris Steer, John Tomsen, Ron Voyce, and David Whitehead.

There are also 51 who have compieted 2 events and a further 209 wha have done
just a single crossing.

This alone represents 32125 walking miles if all who Finished nevér strayed

from the route. Add to this the additional miles walked to componsate for
navigational-errors and the miles walked b; those who retired and the total
milaage is. in eXcess nf 40000 'miles.

THE -STATISTICS

1376 1977'=1978 1979 1960 1981 1982

Entries : : I e I T o e E o s
SEarters 76:« 61 141° 86 150 125" 'je5
Finishers B250sihGs LiOph . JTEE TIAE PR ok
% of startors who Finished. s A T e A
Famale startors S e R e e
Famale Finishers ? 3 11 1 ) 3 a

® It s the Ken Saunders from: Brockworth) Gloucs who has cﬂmpleted 3 Surray
Summits buf he did ‘not take part in the 1982 event. Hz is not to be
confusad with the KenSaundars from Hshfnrd Middx whu complated his First
Surrey Sumiits this year.

** 1 have na record of the number of Female starters in 1977
In 1978 we had a block entry from the MRAC Guildford.
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THE SEVENTH SURREY SUMMITS [continued from page 2}

I also had had a critism that the checkpoints were open too early, thereby en-
couraging running. I think the results in the main support my judgment here if the
rounding off “earlier"is taken into considerstion. T know not all the leaders were
strictly walking, but I am satisfied some were walking the whole of the way, While
on this point, I would 1ike to remind those who do "break step" that it is a

cause of annoyance to those who genuinely walk to see others gaining advantage by
this method. We cannot hope to set up a judging system on a cross couniry course
but we do exoect entrants, when they sign that they will zbide by the rules, to
honour that undertaking. One of the rules j5 RUNNING IS NOT ALLOWED ON THIS EVENT.

Many comments have been made about the change of venue and starting at an earlier
time. I think most were favourable to both. We have therefore decided to keep to
the same arrangements (including an anti clockwise course) for the 1983 event.
Probable date will be the weskend of 16/17th April. o

I'm sorry the badges were not on sale &t the end of the event. Anybody who would
1ike 2 badge who has complated the Surrey Summits, please send 75 pence and a
stamped addressed envelope to Dave Challenoer, 3 Ewell Park Way, Ewell, Epsom;
surrey. I also apologise for the delay in getting these results to you. I'm
afraid a congestion of activities has made it difficult to get them done but I
hope to do betier next year. 3 = ;

John Westcott.

SQME THOUGHTS OF THE CHIEF MARSHAL

Having the job of closing down the manned checkpoints, means one does not always
see” the leading groups of walkers. However on this occasion 1 did check the
walkers through checkpoint 6 at Holmbury Hil1. Even at this stage of the event
it was 2 hours 25 minutes between the first arrivals and the last. '

A decision had been made to keep the first 4 manned checkpoints open for an
additional 45 minutes. At Ranmore East (22 miles) all the walkers except 2 came
through within the new time 1imit. However, the blind walker, Steve Wylia, and

his companion, Chris Meredith, were well outside the time limits In vain I asked
them to cut short the walk and procead straight along to Rammore West checkpoint
thereby missing out the Box Hill Toop. Tt was made clear the remaining checkpoints
could not be kept opan beyond the axtended closing time. Both walkers were guite
adament about centinuing, using food and drink they were carrying. This gave me
some concern as it meant Tosing contact with them. TS

Ranmora East checkpoint was clesed down and I carried on to Ranmore West. There
were a few retirements here but all remaining walkers were accounted for. On
again to Henley Fort with a few more retirements and all athers safely through.
The checkpoint closed at 4.a.m.

The Hankley Common checkpoint closed at 7.2c.a.m. after a cold night. Once again
a1l walkers checked throush. On to Hindhead Youth Hostel and it was here that a
phope call from Dave Challenger was roceivad to say that Steve Wylie and Chris
izredith had retired and wished fo be picked .up at Horsley Towars. My feslings
ware of reljef to know they were safe and well, but also sadnass at the finish
of & qutsy attempt.

On o the Tinish at Witley where the final group of walkers arrived 3 hour
inside the 26 hour time Timit, ;

fan Hadfield



