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Punchbowl Marathon 1995

After weeks of rain, Sunday Feb 5th was a dry, warm day though misty
enough to make navigation difficult, especially on Blackdown. The pre-entries were
down on last year, but 77 on-the-day entrants brought the total up to 267.
Presumably people were waiting to see if the weather would be OK before venturing
out. However, it does make organising the event, particularly the catering, more
difficult. | think next year we will reduce the standard entry fee, but increase the late
entry charge to encourage more people to commit themselves before the day.

The course was a totally new one and for the first time reached a new
Southernmost point at Fernhurst. However, large parts of the stretch from Witley to
Fernhurst will have been familiar to those who did the event 10 to 15 years ago &
much of the section from the Punchbowl YH to Tilford was as in recent routes except
it went in the opposite direction. Most people (including me) thought it made it seem
much easier.

19 out of the 267 did not arrive at the start & 163 started on the walkers' start
at 8am, 58 on the joggers' start at 9 & 27 on the runners' at 10. The 1st finisher was
Chris Fanning in 4.30 with 4 in a joint 2nd finisher position including 1st woman,
Hilary Walker. 218 finished, with the median finishing time (109th) being 7.40. 8
were not recorded at any checkpoint CliveGoode, Frank Hewson,

Graham Hollingdale, Angus Macarthur, Martin, Jackie Newman, Geoff Norkett,
David Whithead, 11 retired at Fernhurst, 10 at Gibbet Hill & 1 did not reach the
finish before close-down. The times are from the 3 official start times. People
starting at other times will have to make their own adjustments.

The Marshalls' walk took place on January 21st in pouring rain and fierce
winds. Entirely self supported, the route was completed by William Brown 7 hrs 22
mins; Gillian Bull, John Lay, Molly Groundsell, George Young, Keith Chesterton 9
hrs 40 mins; Peter Groundsell, Diane Scaife 9 hrs 50 mins. As Janet Chapman was
at the LDWA national committee meeting then, we allowed her completion on Feb
4th in 9 hrs 55 mins.

As it was a new route, much effort went into getting the route description
right. The initial description was sent to 6 people to check and 4 walked it out. Their
suggested changes were then rechecked and finally the Marshalls' walk on January
21st gave it a final test. (2 or 3 changes were made as a result). From talking to
many finishers, nearly all found the way without difficulty, tho' some, especially
runners, had problems on Blackdown.



| would welcome details of any places where you felt the description was
difficult to follow - or even wrong - so that we can iron out any small snags next
year.

| also made other changes - reduced the distance to 30 miles, cut out the 15
miler (tho' 2 did the section to Haslemere as a 15 mile walk), introduced separate
starts for walkers, joggers and runners, had 1 less checkpoint and different food. |
would welcome comments on these changes and any other aspects of the event.

It was my first time as organiser, and | could not have done it without the help
of many people.

Fernhurst: Ann Sayer, Diane Scaife, John Short, Norman Archer, John Short, Peter
and Molly Groundsell, Peter and Elaine Edwards, Brian Haigh, George Young.
Gibbet Hill: John Lay, Les Maple, Gillian Bull, Derek and Judith Edwards, William
Brown, Joan Wrenn, Odette Nightingale, Colin Wood.

Tilford: Janet Chapman, Sue Boyman, Cyril Watmore, Ashley and Caroline
Saunders, George Young, Danielle and Ray Jolly, Odette Nightingale.

Witley: William Brown, Reg Chapman, Jeff Ellingham, Peter Short, Joan Wrenn,
Martin Fox, Colin Wood, Diane Scaife, Sylvia Steer, Derek Bowdell, Gillian Bull.
Entries, Finishers & certificates: Lesley Nightingale, Don Turner, William Brown
Route checking: Tony Youngs, Molly Groundsell, Sue Boyman.

Results: Harry Wickens, Reg Chapman.

| would especially thank Reg Chapman who took the entries, organised the
food and other supplies for the event and worked throughout both the Saturday and
Sunday on the event. | would also pay tribute to Jeff Ellingham who organised the
previous 18 events, and then helped on this event throughout the day (and before),
giving me the benefit of his experience. Until | did it, | had not appreciated the level
of stress involved ( this was added to by 1 very thoughtless and intemperately
expressed complaint to me - please remember we are all volunteers, doing it for
nothing!). But, | would like to thank those many participants who thanked me for the
event. These are due also to all those above. Your enjoyment made all the effort
worthwhile.

Lost and Found

Found - 1 pair very muddy trainer shoes.

Lost - 1 red Ron Hill Viloft running top in shower room about 3.30
Lost - 1 pair trainers, clean and used once only, from hall.

Future Events

April 1/2 Surrey Summits 100km. Entry forms from Dave Challenger, 44, Agates
Lane, Ashtead, Surrey KT21 2ND

Feb 4th 1996 Next Punchbowl Marathon

Organiser - Keith Chesterton,
*Firle', Chestnut Av., Guildford, Surrey GU2 5HD - 01483 63392
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