SIGNPOST CHALLENGE HIKE 24 AND 17 MILE ROUTES
SUN 19 OCTOBER 2025
ROUTE DESCRIPTION TO BE USED WITH OS MAP OL1 DARK PEAK OR OFFICIAL SOUTH MANCHESTER LDWA GPX and MAPS.
REGISTRATION AND FINISH AT MARPLE SENIOR CITIZENS HALL, MEMORIAL PARK, MARPLE (SJ 959 887).
KEEP YOUR TALLY CARD WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES; YOUR ENTRY NUMBER MUST BE RECORDED AT EACH CHECKPOINT AND AT THE FINISH. TAKE CARE AT ALL ROAD CROSSINGS AND ALWAYS OBEY THE COUNTRY CODE. CLOSE ALL GATES.
IF YOU WITHDRAW, YOU MUST NOTIFY AN EVENT OFFICIAL OR THE ORGANISER. 

[bookmark: _Hlk174045401]EMERGENCY NUMBER 07813 801034

TO THE START: From the Snr Citizens Hall TL then R to War Memorial. Take path L downhill thro park to canal. Turn L on towpath and wait by Lock 9.

START to CP1 Idle Hill

X road (BUSY) to towpath on R of canal. Follow towpath to gap in wall below Lock 8. Thro gap, TL & follow track downhill across railway bridge. At path junction, X tarmac path and continue L downhill to meet the lower tarmac road. 
At green metal barrier, TL & follow track thro park, X over Iron Bridge over R. Goyt and continue up Rollins Lane to road B6104.
 X road with care and go L, over bridge past mills (NARROW PAVEMENT). TR into George Street, go past the country park then bear L uphill. After the Andrew Arms TL into John Street and follow School Lane uphill for 0.6 miles to Hyde’s Farm. Follow concrete track ahead uphill. Where track bears L, continue ahead up bridle track between holly hedges. At top of bridle track TL on Mount Rd and follow R to continue up Uplands Rd.
 X Werneth Low Road and continue on footpath ahead, skirting the edge of the golf course (LOOK OUT!). Go thro gate on L then continue on gravel path to War Memorial. 

SELF CLIP 1 (SJ 964 934)	   									3.3 miles

Retrace steps from War Memorial to point where path splits. Take L fork SP GM Ringway/Trans Pennine Trail (TPT), heading towards communication masts in distance. Go thro 2 gates, continue ahead on path to metal barrier and reach CP1 in car park.

CP1 IDLE HILL (SJ 970 931) 									3.8 miles
OPENS 08:30  CLOSES 10:30
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

CP1 to CP2 Plainsteads

From CP1 take footpath away from road, downhill thro heather and fields. X stile. X lane (Apple Street) to X stile opposite SP GM Ringway. Path bears R to X stile. Follow path by hedge to SP with lots of waymarkers. TL at SP (GM Ringway/TPT), go downhill into woods, follow path for 0.35 miles, X stile and 5 FBs. At SP keep ahead past a garden on R. When path meets lane, TR (SP HODGEFOLD). Follow Leylands lane past Botham’s Hall.
Leylands Lane becomes a track with river Etherow on R. Follow track for 0.3 miles as it leads away from the river, thro gate past Leylands farm on L. At SP, TR (Hodge Lane) to X bridge over stream and pass cottages on L. Ignore path on L. At jct take R fork SP GM Ringway past the old dye vats. After Summerbottom cottages on the L, take FP on R thro woods to emerge onto lane. Immediately TR (SP Broad Mills Heritage Site). X FB over river Etherow and TL to follow FP to Warhurst Fold Farm. TL up lane to Woodseats. After 0.5 miles take marked FP on L just past Blue Marl house (warning, stile is concealed, wobbly). X 2 fields initially on 80° (HORSES) to wooded area, X FB, TR up bank with stream on R then TL to X field to stile.

SELF CLIP 2 (SJ 998 927) [PNFS signpost 297]							6.6 miles

Pass to left of large oak tree to reach stile on L before barn. Cross and head up middle of field towards short waymarker post in distance. Go down a dip and up the other side to stile behind houses in top L of field. Take path to Rd A626. X road (BUSY). TR to REACH playing field on L. Through gap and cross middle of playing field to stile behind a zipwire. Cross stile & bear L on path up middle of field (not the one by the wall) marked Cown Edge Way to stile at the top. TL on track then almost immediately hairpin R to X stile SP Cown Edge way.
**TAKE CARE VERY WOBBLY STILES ALL UP THIS SECTION**
Climb rough pasture to join fence on L. Pass seat then cross stile at fence corner, fence now on R for a short while. At farm track, dogleg L-R to stile to left of sheep pens. Continue climbing Cown Edge towards plantations on skyline.
Pass the first plantation but before the second plantation, TL to X stile into path in gully across the ridge. At the far side bear R past disused quarry on R and follow path downhill, forking L down to Rocks Farm. X stile, pass quietly thro farmyard and follow farm track to meet the Monks Road. X stile on R in wall above stone slabs and X field to stile in wall corner and CP2 ahead.

CP2 Plainsteads Farm (SK 023 909)								9.1 miles
OPENS 10:00  CLOSES 12:30	

Walkers on the Long Route arriving after 12:00 will be directed to the Short Route.	

******** ROUTES DIVIDE AFTER CP2 ********
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

******** SHORT 17 MILE ROUTE CP2 to CP3 Rowarth ********

From CP2 follow lane SP Pennine Bridleway (PBW). Continue on lane for 0.9 miles. At Grove House, turn R and pass through a gate ahead onto a track and continue on to cross the stream. Continue up the track ahead, thro gate and TL onto lane. Continue on lane downhill for 0.5 miles through Rowarth, past the car park to the jct. TR at jct SP New Mills to CP3.

CP3S CHILDREN’S INN, ROWARTH (SK 005 892)					11.0 miles
OPENS 11:00  CLOSES 14:30
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

SHORT 17 MILE ROUTE CP3 to CP4 Brook Bottom

 	Opposite the Children’s Inn, take FP up the track (Hollins Farm). TR over stile at footpath sign. Continue along track over stile. Continue ahead along the edge of the field with hedge on your R. At the corner, cross a small stream and continue straight ahead across a boggy field to row of trees (look for the waymarked post). X FB then X stile. Cross field to next stile. 
Follow path close to wall towards Briargrove Farm. Go thro gate on R marked Permissive Path. Follow path uphill. TL onto track. Pass thro gate to lane. TL on lane past farm entrance then almost immediately at the telegraph pole TR onto bridle track. Follow the track to the road. 
TR on road for 0.1 mile then at the bench TL to follow bridleway beside a plantation. At jct continue ahead up Primrose Lane track past Napkin Piece Farm for 0.25 miles to PNFS signpost 482 on L. X Stile and head downhill across the field. X stile and aim towards a pine plantation ahead. Follow path with wall on your L. X Stile and then X field towards house in trees. At the SP and boundary stone, TR and then pass over a gated stile. X Field, X stile by PNFS signpost 334 then bear L downhill towards Shaw Farm. X Stile to L of farmyard and go through yard with slurry pit on your L (CARE) to track. TL up track for a short distance (80m) then TR to follow bridleway on the edge of the golf course. Follow bridleway to jct. TR on lane to The Fox Inn. 

CP4 FOX INN (SJ 985 863)								14.0 miles
OPENS 12:00  CLOSES 16:45
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

******** LONG 24 MILE ROUTE CP2 to CP3 Hayfield ********

From CP2 follow lane SP Pennine Bridleway (PBW). Where lane bears R, ahead thro gate and follow path across moorland. Maintain heading thro 2 gates and follow track between walls. Thro gate, continue on path. At the 5-armed SP take grassy PBW path across field bearing 160°. Follow path upwards to go thro gate marked Bridleway Only. At NT sign, take path R uphill to the toposcope on Lantern Pike summit.

SELF CLIP 3 (SK 026 881)								11.0 miles

Descend path to wall and TL downhill to rejoin PBW. TR thro gate and descend track to lane. TL down lane and up into Hayfield to scout hut on R just before the overpass.
			
CP3L Hayfield Scout HQ (SK 034 871)							12.4 miles
OPENS 11:00 CLOSES 14:30
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

LONG 24 MILE ROUTE CP3 to CP4 Brook Bottom

Exit rear of scout hut and TL on path. Before overpass, TR across footbridge and exit onto backroad. TL past car park to road. Cross at Zebra Crossing to Chapel St L opposite. Follow lane as it steepens and becomes rougher. At top (Ridge Top Farm on R), follow track to L. Through gate into field, wall on L. Cross stile and maintain direction, wall now on R. Climb to gap stile and up steps to track. TR on track. At top of track, TL thro gate. [PNFS signpost 317]
Climb path, wall on L, to waymarker post. Fork L, keeping to wall. Follow path downhill through woods to junction at building and waymarker post. TR across stream and thro gate into  open fields. Path contours along the hillside thro 3 fields and gates. Continue on enclosed path between wall and fence. Go thro gate, X field, go thro gate to lane at Peep O Day.

SELF CLIP 4 (SK 047 850) [PNFS signpost 5]					14.8 miles

 Follow track uphill thro gates. At 1st Y jct take the L fork. At 2nd Y jct take the L fork. Pass thro 3 gates. Pass a farmhouse below on your L. Take next minor path forking R diagonally uphill to Big Stone.
From Big Stone follow path (264°) across fields. X stile. Where paths divide take the R fork towards a SP in a wall. At SP go thro gate in wall and continue downhill to meet Overhill Rd at jct. Take the lane ahead downhill. At Brown Hill Farm (admire the sculptures) take the bridleway on L. At path jct take bridleway path on L. Follow bridleway downhill with woods on L past Howcroft farm, X cattle grid, X stream. At SP on R X stile and take path thro field. Go under the Hope Valley railway and thro field past the electricity substation. Go thro gate down to lane. TR on Ladypit Lane then immediately X Marsh Lane to go through gate ahead to the L.

SELF CLIP 5 (SK 009 840) [PNFS signpost 344]					18.1 miles

Continue along track past Gowhole Farm to meet the River Goyt. Pass thro gate onto wide gravel track. Continue ahead on Goyt Way. Pass under viaduct into Torrs Riverside Park.
Follow path with river on L. Fork L keeping close to the river, pass under road bridge. X FB. At hydro, TL under another road bridge & continue straight on to SP for Millennium Walkway. X Walkway and follow path as it emerges alongside a parking area.
 At end, fork R into Torrs Riverside Park (SP GOYT WAY). Follow path through trees to emerge onto lane at fingerpost. TR (SP GOYT WAY) then L into Mousley Bottom Nature Reserve. Follow main path through picturesque woods, ignoring all side turns (the Hope Valley railway line appears above on your right). Cross duckboards and emerge into meadow. Path merges with the major path alongside the River Goyt. Continue along the main path to R fork uphill (Kinder Trespass waymarker). Climb steps and TL along edge of hardstanding to road. TR to cross B6101 (CARE) into Hague Fold Road opposite. At top, follow lane to L and continue onto footpath between walls and emerge onto lane. TL downhill to The Fox Inn.

CP4 The Fox Inn, Brook Bottom (SJ 985 863)					20.8 miles
OPENS 11:30  CLOSES 17:00		
…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………

LONG AND SHORT ROUTES CP4 to FINISH

Return to road, TR then immediately R again down Restricted Byway (caution – rocky track). Pass under railway at Strines Station & continue down road to B6101. Cross (CARE) to track opposite and climb to the Peak Forest Canal. Climb steps to the right before the tunnel to reach the towpath.

SELF CLIP 6 (SJ 969 860)	 [PNFS signpost 495]				15.2 / 22.0 miles

Continue along towpath, canal on L, towards Marple for 2 miles: At bridge 19, towpath crosses over to LHS of canal.
At the canal junction, TR to cross bridge over Macclesfield Canal and continue down Lockside. Pass under B6101 through NARROW pedestrian tunnel.
At lock 12, TL through gap. Climb through park past skateboard park to fence and TL to cross grass and pass metal barriers to Marple Senior Citizens Hall. 

FINISH (SJ 959 887)								17.3 / 24.1 miles
CLOSES 18:00

WELL DONE! Have a sit-down and some well-earned food and drink!
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