NEWSLETTER




Pictures from the new route of the Sevenoaks Circal planned by organiser David Thornton.
See story inside.
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the Heart of Kent Walking Festival,new event based in the Maidstone area scheduleldef weekend of April 25-
26; theElham Valley Walking Festival due to take placerare weekend of May 30-31;and tHegh Weald Walking Festival
which had been set for September 12-20.
Organisers of all three walking festivals are plagrfor the events to go ahead next year. Orgasisiethe High Weald Walking



LEN WILSON 1934-202(

KENT LDWA members will be saddened to learn that Mgilson, who lived in Acrise, near Folkestone, Hasl after a lo
illness

Len, who was 86, joined the LDWA in 1972, the yteer association was formed, and his membership eumas 147. In
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Len’s funeral was held on July 13, at Hawkinge Gatorium. Because of Covid-19 restrictions, mourmwegse limited to famil
and close friends. Graham Smith, representing Di&/A, attended, as did several members of the WRIifés Ramblers, wh
lined the avenue leading to the crematorium andeapled as the funeral cortege drove







KENT'S NAMES WALKS PROJECT By Robert Peel

THE purpose of this project is to improve the ceindi and waymarking of Kent’'s many named walks pratluce new printed
guides for as many as possible. Profits from thideps, more than £6000 so far, help to fund impnosmat work.

Tunbridge Wells Circular

At last our new guide to the Tunbridge Wells CieslMValk and other walks in the area is nearing detigm. Current plans are to
have it with the printers in early August and aabié for sale before the end of that month. Howessperience with the two
previous books has taught us that when dealing pvittters things do not always go to plan so pledsek the Kent Ramblers
website (http://www.kentramblers.org.uk) /befordening. The cover price will be £7.50 but as usualare happy to offer a
special price to members of The Ramblers — £5.8l0dling postage until the end of November. Plepsde code SEW2009.
We are happy to extend the offer to our previouskbandividually or to supply any two books for 89. For anyone wanting all
three books, these are included in the super bundlgable from our web site to all customers.aBéadd 30p to prices if paying
by cheque.

The book includes not just the Tunbridge Wells @ic Walk but also a town trail in Tunbridge Wedlsd six ‘Walks Through
Time’ which are circular walks based on Cranbrdaigwn as the ‘Capital of the Weald’. The deligbtsvalking in the
Cranbrook area are perhaps not as well-known gsdbgerve to be and we found paths through supenhtiyside that had
clearly not been walked in years. Our volunteangetput a huge effort into refreshing waymarking dealing with various
obstacles and we hope that our book will increasédll to the level necessary to keep the patHstveelden.

Saxon Shore Way

Work is well under way to produce a new guide ie tialk whose page on the Kent Ramblers websitacitt more visits than
any other route page. The route is 150 miles lamaking the task a challenging one. However, thidenteers have been or still
are separately walking the route and testing anatierial sent to them — their feedback has beesduable. But we still need to
walk the full route ourselves and take the thousafghotographs that will be needed to ensurecgerft good ones for



England Coast Path

The Kent Ramblers guide to the first part of thgland Coast Path in Kent, from Camber to Ramsgeds,published in 2016 and
has sold well. We have always planned a seconk @@yanaybe even two more books) covering theaette Kent coast but we
have long been awaiting completion of the routertable us to do so. Natural England has now phddists proposals for the full
route, including Sheppey, but determination ofl&@putes and completion of implementation work ffgar seems unlikely.

BEWARE ILLEGAL FOOTPATH CLOSURES

WALKERS may have seen reports of some unscrupulous
landowners using the Covid-19 pandemic to attemptdse
footpaths, or deter walkers from using them, byldiging
notices such as this one spotted near MershaneiAshford
area.

In other cases gates have been padlocked or otistrsiplaced
across a path. In the case of the path near Mergharmatter
was reported to Kent County Council following regeptations
made by several members of the White Cliffs Ranshland the
landowner was forced to remove the notices.

Any attempt to close a footpath, without going tigb the
proper process, is illegal and should be challenBadnblers who come across such notices shouldtreygom to KCC.

But there is one exception during the current pamde where a footpath crosses a garden or farmgradda diversion is
indicated, ramblers are advised to follow that ci@n on the proviso that it is safe to do so, trad the diverted path remains on
the same landowner’s property.

NEW GUIDE TO WALKING IN THE SEVENOAKS AREA

IAN Falkner, who has led the Edenbridge Strollersug for 28
years, has published Strolling Through Three Cesnt book of
21 walks in the Sevenoaks area, with route mapghatbs.

Says lan: “Twenty-eight years ago three peopleaaddg went on a
short walk around the countryside of Edenbridge.




“That group expanded into a full blown rambling gpo the Edenbridge Strollers, stretching its harizmto the depths of Kent,
Surrey and Sussex. | have been group organisetftirat time.

“So we thought it might be opportune to share sofrtee delightful walks that we have been on — qust, as important, to point
out some of the notable landmarks and stunningpaénts that we came across. | have tried to makentre than a conventional
walks book by making the walk descriptions moreriesting and by providing background and histoiiicfarmation about the
villages etc on the routes. Hopefully this will neatkie book more attractive to walkers and non-walkeequal measure.”

lan, a retired manager with Royal Mail, has livedEdenbridge for 40 years. He is also a membeewéSoaks Ramblers, a
member of the town council footpaths committeerestacy of the local chess club, and publicity adffior the local amateur
dramatic company.

Copies of the book (£11.99 paperback, £13.99 hatdbray be purchased from the stationers shop &d&dbridge High Street
(contact Lucinda Panniall — 07955 722782), fromtikuMlacauley Publishers Ltd, 25 Canada Square, @afharf, London E14
5LQ (https://www.austinmacauley.com) or from Amazon

MODEL TIGER SCARES WALKERS

In early May residents of remote dwellings near ehnider in Kent were surprised to find a policeitabter overhead and ten
armed police converging on the local woods afteremnber of the public had reported a tiger roamieay the footpath. In fact
the life-size model tiger has been there for 20g/esculpted by Ramblers’ walk leader Juliet Sinmpand placed in her garden in
the woods. Those wishing to view the tiger themegkhould visit the Kent Ramblers’ website at
www.kentramblers.org.uk/kentwalks and choose wélk 2

Left: the group in Firle Beacon. Right: the view from Firle Beacon.

LOOP FROM LEWES: March 1 By Graham Smith

CONSIDERING the dire weather forecast, there wahdi turnout than expected for one of our groupigutar forays into our
neighbouring county, and we had a nice mixture efitkand Sussex members.

As many people in Kent LDWA know, | love the Solthwns, and one of my regular Sussex walks is theelse_oop (the other
one is the South Downs Loop from Eastbourne whishdly — couldn’t take place on Good Friday becads®ronavirus, the

first time in at least 20 years that the walk hag to be cancelled).

The Lewes Loop uses a mixture of South Downs WalySussex Stride routes to form a ring from the y@egsant county town
of East Sussex. | have put it on two or three timegscent years, and this time | thought | woubtdsdmething different and very
simple — just reverse it, and instead of havingltineh stop at Firle (where the village pub is eelspensive), we would instead
stop for lunch at the youth hostel at Southeaseravthe cafe does excellent, and reasonably pnicedls, and also serves beer.
So we met at Lewes railway station at 9am. As | #ay weather forecast had been for heavy shoards| was so concerned that
| had a Plan B walk ready in case | had to chahgedute. Luckily | didn’t have to, as the weatbawve us fabulously extensive
clear views across those delightful South Downs.

So we set off through the town, soon picking upShissex Stride route to take that fairly steep teading up to the golf course,
from where we followed a nice path along the Doand then descended into the valley before going Wount Caburn, at 480
feet a grand viewpoint and one of the highlightthefwalk. We then descended to Glynde, where EeleaRls decided to take a
shorter route to the lunch stop. Michael Headleyndp the gentleman he is, kindly decided to join Aad it was here that | had a
text from Don Newman — who, of course, is knownttoning up late to walks! — to say he had arrigsed would endeavour to
catch us up, so | texted him back the route ardi\gaiwould not be moving too quickly.

From Glynde we moved on to Firle, and then took ltwag, laborious slog up onto the Downs agairetach Firle Beacon — at 712
feet THE highlight of the walk and, of course, entendous viewpoint. After the usual photocall @eeve) we turned round and
followed the South Downs Way on that lovely, spyirigrf to Itford Hill and descended to our luncbstat Southease, where we
met Eve, Michael and Don Newman (who had gonegiitahere, bypassing Firle Beacon).

Eve decided to cut the walk short and get a ti@airetwes from the small station at Southease, whéeest of us moved on,
keeping to the SDW to get back to that fine ridgalowing that ridge, it was question of when wemed off to Kingston and
then back to Lewes. Don Arthurs and myself, whoenrrfront, suddenly spotted what looked like aeniateresting little path
below us. So that's what we took, and it was celydnteresting! It was steep, narrow and muddyit seeded careful negotiation.
We all gingerly descended, and it was somethirg reflief to get to the road at Kingston. We thesktsome pleasant, albeit quite
wet, paths across fields to the road, which wefedd back to Lewes, where we met Eve.



























