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HoE LDWA AGM minutes 2025 

Annual General Meeting Minutes 

Date: 
6th December 2025 

Time: 
2:00 pm 

Place: 
Cookhill Village Hall, Evesham Road, Alcester, B49 5JS. 
 

 

Attendees: 

Clive Wainwright (Chair), David Hood (Group Secretary), Mike Buckley 
(Membership Secretary), Yvonne Court (Treasurer), Graham Jones (Walks 
Secretary), Rupert Connolly (Equipment Officer), Robert Court, Gloria Francis, 
Imtiaz Ilahi, Christine Stockton, Sue England, Lesley Hudson, Terry Muckle, Phil 
Champion, Simon Pipe, Tim Sherry, Carol Fisher, Steve Dorning, Elizabeth 
Connolly, Linda Hood, Anne & Vaughan Wade & Suzanne Byrne. 

Apologies: 
Neil Bromley (Deputy Chair), Ian Kelsey (IT Officer), Robin Richmond (Data 
Protection Officer), Mike Anstey, Lynda Broadway, David Foster, Ken Nichols, 
Sally & Richard Hicks, Michael Jones, Liz May & Mary Dyche. 

Proxies: 
Participation of all Heart of England members by all Primary registered 
members at the time with email listing opted in for Local Group emails.  

Legend National Executive Committee (NEC) 

Preface 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) is a pivotal event in the life of our walking 
group. It provides an opportunity for members to come together, review the past 
year, and plan for the future. By attending the AGM and actively participating in 
group matters, members can contribute to the group. It also is an opportunity to 
have a say in the group's decisions and its future direction. 
All members are welcome to propose nominations for committee positions, as 
well as questions together with any alterations they feel necessary to the 
Constitution. Ideally Open forum discussion encouraged for dialogue from the 
members. 

 

Item Description 

1 

Welcome and introductions (present Committee Members) + house safety 
Good afternoon everyone, 

It’s a pleasure to welcome you all to our Annual General Meeting and to reflect on 

another remarkable year for our Long Distance Walker Group. 

Noting a much better day than we had last year with ‘Storm Darragh’ in attendance 
inclusive of enduring a power cut in the village hall on the day. No incident to report this 
year. 

2 
Review of actions from previous annual general meeting  
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Matters arising. - From points made to the Committee through that meeting & the 
annual year - Chair addressed points: - 

 
a) Simon Pipe raised the point about the possibility of our website being altered for 

media content (present outline & format fixed by NEC central IT). Graham Jones 
has brought the question up to them through the ‘Local Groups’ Forum 
discussion. Answer = A new central IT manager and arrangement of 
common web pages by all local groups is presently being implemented by 
the NEC. A better understanding is likely to be achieved in 2026 with them. 

b) Committee member positions - Co-opting members could be considered if any 
roles or service in shortfall exists for the Group. Answer = Noted, and this year 
this has been forthcoming through Rubert Connelly on management of the 
Birmingham Canal Canter event & David Powell for catering. Also support 
through IT by Ian Kelsey. 
 

Additional summary points made within the period: - 
c) The committee had undertaken monthly meetings (eight) this year for the benefit 

of members all recorded through minutes available via our website, also 
inclusive of the ‘WhatsApp’ LDWA HoE Group for improved communication. 
 

 

3 

Acceptance of minutes of previous annual general meeting 
Proposed resolution: That the minutes of the 2024 annual general meeting be 
accepted.  
With any amendment: - All accepted 
 
                                         
Proposed:  Elizabeth Connolly                    Seconded: Terry Muckle 
 

Passed/Not passed 
 

4 

Treasurer’s report 
 

● Yvonne Court as treasurer:- 

With the support of dedicated volunteers H of E has delivered two successful challenge 

walks and manned a checkpoint on the Flower of Suffolk 100. 

I volunteered at checkpoints on these events and thoroughly enjoyed being involved in 

all of them. 

I would recommend that any member that hasn’t volunteered on an event, do so at 

least once, it allows members to see what it takes to run a challenge event. 

The H of E checkpoint for the Flower of Suffolk 100 received some great feedback for 

'The bistro in the barn' with many walkers commenting on the welcoming sight of lights 

leading to the barn and the support they received from all the team. 

As treasurer it was my aim to ensure volunteers expenses and bills incurred were paid 

promptly. I hope I achieved this. 

The layout of the accounts has been changed this year to help members understand 

where the group is heading and add transparency to the expenditure. Last year's and 

this year's figures are now shown side by side. 

Statement of Financial Activities 
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Birmingham Canal Canter - income was down £1,855.90 on 2024. BCC received 226 

entries (including some cancellations) in 2025, 89 entries less than 2024. 

Midsummer Malvern Marathon - income was down £635.24 on 2024. MMM received 

223 entries (including some cancellations) in 2025, 43 entries less than 2024. 

The group received £565 from the Martyn Greaves Fund via the NEC towards the cost 

of First Aid training and £500 from the Flower of Suffolk 100 in recognition of the 

support provided. 

Equipment held by H of E was assessed during the year and brought up to standard for 

use on F of S 100 and future challenge events. 

Balance Sheet 

A note has been added to the balance sheet to allow a reserve of £3,600 to be set 

aside from available funds. This is to be used if an event needs to be cancelled at short 

notice. 

The need for such a contingency was highlighted recently with the cancellation of the 

Long Mynd Hike the evening prior to the event taking place. Due to Storm Amy, it was 

agreed by the organisers the event would be unsafe for entreats and volunteers. 

If given the opportunity I will happily continue to support the group in the role of 

treasurer and will continue to offer support to allow challenge walks to take place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heart of England Walking Group Annual Accounts - follows with balance sheet 

(pages 4 & 5) 

 

 

 

 



HoE LDWA AGM                                                                                                                            

4 

Statement of Financial Activities 

for the Year Ended 30th September 2025 

 

 

Income 

 
 
 

BCC 2025 

2025 

£ p 

4,643.32 

2024 

£ p 

6,499.22 

movement 

£ p 

-1,855.90 

MMM 2025 4,428.56 5,063.80 -635.24 

Training (1) 565.00  565.00 

Flower of Suffolk (2) 500.00  500.00 

 10,136.88 11,563.02 -1,426.14 

Trfs     
  2025 2024 movement 

  £ p £ p £ p 

  0.00 0.00 0.00 

  0.00 0.00 0.00 

   
2025 

 
2024 

 
movement 

Expenditure £ p £ p £ p 

 BCC 2025 -2,983.31 -3,171.34 188.03 

 MMM 2025 -2,329.67 -3,017.27 687.60 

 MMM 2026 -321.50 0.00 -321.50 

 AGM 2023 0.00 -73.08 73.08 

 AGM 2024 -81.00 -65.00 -16.00 

 Equipment -2,114.05 -1,862.92 -251.13 

 Group Expenses -160.50 0.00 -160.50 

 Training (1) -656.07 0.00 -656.07 

 Flower of Suffolk (2) -619.53 0.00 -619.53 

 Audit 2023 0.00 -62.40 62.40 

 Audit 2024 -66.00 0.00 -66.00 

 Totals -9,331.63 -8,252.01 -1,079.62 

  

 
Excess of Income over Expenditure 

805.25 3,311.01 -2,505.76 

 
 

Note 

(1) First Aid Training - £565 Grant from the Martyn Greaves Fund 

(2) Contribution from Flower of Suffolk 100 to HofE group for volunteers on the event 
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Balance Sheet as of 30th September 2025 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Current Assets 

2025 2024 

£ p £ p 

movement 

£ p 

Cash in bank 11,196.40  10,341.15 855.25 

Cash in hand £   68.95 118.95 -50.00 

 11,265.35  10,460.10 805.25 

Represented by: 

Cumulative fund 

Balance as at 30th September 2024 

 

 
10,460.10   7,149.09 

 

 
3,311.01 

Add surplus of receipts over payments for the year 805.25 3311.01 -2,505.76 

Balance as at 30th September 2025 11,265.35  10,460.10 805.25 

 
Note: £3,600 from the cumulative balance is held as a contingancy fund in the event that a challenge 

walk cannot go ahead. In the event of this, cost will be incurred that cannot be recouped and 

participents will require a refund of entry fee. 

 
Unrestricted funds available £7,665.35 

 
Report of the independent examiner 

 

I have examined the income and expenditure account and balance sheet for the year ended 30th September 2025, together with the 

relevant books of account and vouchers and have obtained all the information and explanations necessary. 

 
I am satisfied that the accounts are consistent with the underlying financial records and that no matter has come to my attention which 

gives me reasonable cause to believe that there are any matters to which attention should be drawn to ensure a proper understanding 

of the accounts or the private funds to be reached. 

 

 

 
 

Alistair Hayward-Wright  

Hayward Wright Ltd 

 

 

 

 

Acceptance of financial statements 
Proposed resolution: That the financial statements tabled at the annual general meeting 
be accepted.  
 
Proposed:   Lesley Hudson                       Seconded: Linda Hood 
 

Passed/Not passed 
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5 

Other Committee - Officers reports 
 

● From The Chair - Clive Wainwright overview:-  

It gives me great pleasure to present my report as Chairman of the Heart of England 

LDWA Group for this past year. 

Membership & Participation 

Our membership continues to thrive, with new faces joining us from across the region. 

It’s been heartening to see such enthusiasm for long-distance walking, whether on our 

weekend social walks or through our challenge events. Attendance has been mixed for 

social walks this year, although for those in participation the camaraderie among 

members is a testament to the spirit of the group. 

Walks & Events 

Over the past year, we’ve completed 21 organized social walks, covering various 

lengths of activity. Our calendar has tried to offer something for everyone—from gentle 

14-mile routes to more demanding 20-mile endurance walks. Challenge events - 

Highlights include the support of the annual 100 miles LDWA national event in Suffolk, 

checkpoint 5 at Parham 

(see Strider August magazine) together with member support on the ‘A Coventry Way’ 

event. Plus again fulfilling our traditional challenge events we put on in the area be it 

the ‘Malvern Midsummer Marathon’ & the “Birmingham Canal Canter”. 

Special thanks to our walk leaders and committee organisers who’ve planned routes, 

coordinated logistics, and ensured safety throughout. Their dedication is the backbone 

of our success. 

Training & Safety 

We’ve continued to promote safe walking practices, with completed courses on first 

aid,refresher sessions on navigation, and gear preparation. I’m proud to report zero 

major incidents this year—a credit to our collective vigilance and preparation. 

Community & Outreach 

We’ve strengthened ties with local walking groups and supported the national 

committee through the ‘Local Groups’ committee meetings, together with adjacent 

LDWA groups' support. 

Looking Ahead 

Next year, we aim to expand our walk offerings, introduce a mentorship scheme for 

new members, and explore potential taster walks for newcomers. We’ll also be 

reviewing our constitution and policies to ensure they reflect our evolving needs. 

However, development always needs the input of member support in volunteers & 

participation. 
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Thanks & Acknowledgements 

It's been a very enjoyable and rewarding period for me as acting Chairman in the last 

four years, as I am standing down post this AGM I trust my future successor also finds 

satisfaction in running an excellent Group. 

I want to extend heartfelt thanks to the committee, volunteers, and every member who’s 

contributed to the group’s success. Your passion, reliability, and good humour make 

this group what it is. 

Let’s keep walking, keep exploring, and keep supporting one another. Warm regards 

and thank you. 

● Neil Bromley as Deputy Chairperson :-  
 

As usual, my role as Deputy Chair has this year involved picking up some of the scraps 
that fall from the tables, laden with formal responsibilities, belonging to my fellow 
committee members. Most of these scraps related to finding a new HQ for the Malvern 
Midsummer Marathon and then sorting out a revised route description for each of the 
two events. 
 
After considering some less-than-ideal alternatives, Colwall Village Hall turned out to be 
a near-perfect venue in terms of location and facilities. More problematic was the re-
writing of the route descriptions. Our Secretary had helpfully suggested new routes for 
the two events, both of which would have involved walkers crossing two different cricket 
squares at mid-afternoon on a Saturday in June – prime time for a cricket match! 
Fortunately, the grounds staff at Colwall Cricket Club and The Elms School couldn’t 
have been more helpful in devising new routes that saved our walkers from the threat of 
being clobbered by the village fast bowler or a schoolboy batsman hitting a six. 
 
I had thought that re-writing the routes to take walkers in a clockwise direction, rather 
than the normal anti-clockwise one, would be an easy desk exercise - as easy as 
changing a compass bearing of 90⁰ to 270⁰, for instance. In practice, it meant starting 
from scratch as, oddly enough, everything looks different in reverse! All seemed to work 
well on the day, with all walkers managing to get back to HQ successfully. 
 
I’m happy to stand as Deputy Chair for a further term, unless someone else has a taste 
for crisis management 
 

● Dave Hood as present Group Secretary :-  
 
Dear Members, 
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks for the support I have received during my 
three years as Group Secretary. I hope that I have justified the confidence you have 
placed in me. 
 
During this period, I have been involved in a range of activities, including: 
 

● Assisting in the organisation of our two major challenge events 
 

● Coordinating many of this year’s social walks 
 

● Supporting the Flower of Suffolk 100 event with a team of other HoE members. 
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● Keeping members informed about developments within the Group through                
regular email updates 

 
● Supporting Ian Kelsey in modernising the Group’s website 

 
● Using WhatsApp to improve communication before and after walks and to help 

members stay connected 
 

● The training of several of our members to become trained first aiders. 
 
It has been a pleasure to work with such a dedicated and capable Committee. They are 
a team of individuals committed to serving the Heart of England Group in the best 
interests of all its members, and I have greatly appreciated their cooperation and 
support. 
 
I would also like to extend my gratitude to all members who have volunteered at our 
challenge events. It would be difficult to name individuals without the risk of omitting 
someone, but I would like to acknowledge the exceptional efforts of those who have 
contributed significant time and energy, both in preparation and on the day of events 
and social walks. Their contribution is greatly valued and appreciated. 
 
Volunteer support continues to be an ongoing challenge, and at times it has felt as 
though we have had to stretch our resources quite thinly. Looking ahead, I hope that 
more members will consider becoming involved in helping at future events. Those who 
do so often find it to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. 
 
I would be honoured to continue in the role of Group Secretary for a further year. If 
granted this opportunity, my intentions would include: 
 

● Continuing to enhance and develop the Group’s website, guided by feedback 
from members 

 
● Maintaining an engaging and varied programme of social walks and challenge 

events that cover the whole of our region 
 

● Supporting the Hunny Pot 100 event by providing a welcoming checkpoint (with 
thanks to those who have already volunteered) 

 
● Encouraging new members to participate in our activities 

 
● Supporting members who wish to develop the confidence to lead social walks, 

offering guidance and assistance as needed 
 

● Helping the members, from the parts of the ex-Bristol and West group which 
have fallen into our group, welcome, and ensuring that we offer activities that 
are inclusive to these new HoE members. 

 
In conclusion, I extend my best wishes to all members. I hope that 2026 will be a year 
in which membership of the Heart of England Group continues to enrich your enjoyment 
of the outdoors. I would be delighted to have the opportunity to continue contributing to 
the development and quality of what our Group offers. 
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● Mike Buckley as present Membership Secretary :-  

Firstly, I'd like to thank everyone for their continued trust and support in allowing me to 
serve as Membership Secretary. I am happy to continue in this role if re-elected and am 

always here to help or advise new members with any questions they may have. 

As members of the Heart of England group, thank you for being part of the LDWA, and 
for choosing our group which was formed in 1996. And is now approaching 30 years. 
Next year there will be extra celebrations. 

We are one of the larger groups currently with 497 members. There are several 
reasons for choosing us, mainly for HoE social walks but also - 

● challenge walks by other LDWA groups 
● a hundred mile walk set annually but a qualifier completed first 
● using our GPX files which identify routes 
● information provided in STRIDER 3x per year 
● social walks by other LDWA groups 

and for many people, who enjoy being and helping as marshals in one of our challenge 

walks, currently the Malvern Midsummer Marathon and the Birmingham Canal Canter. 

“Some local groups also organise social evenings such as pub suppers, quiz nights and 
local planning evenings - something to keep you out of mischief on those dark winter 
nights when you can't go walking. Some groups enjoy weekends or short holiday 
breaks together, sharing their common interest in walking and travel. Some venture far 
outside their local patch, incorporating trains and boats and planes!” - Clive, our Chair. 

Members can find our walks program in STRIDER, or more updated in the online 
website  ldwa.org.uk. And although some choose not to receive emails they are very 
useful and would not overburden you. Your personal details can be changed. And you 
can select from other groups as their associate members. 

● Graham Jones as present Walks Secretary :- 
 

It’s been another good year for the Heart of England group, with a relatively full 
schedule, which saw us take part in: 
 
20 Group social walks. 
 
2 Challenge Walks, with their respective Marshals event. 
 
2 Walks organised by Heart of England in support of the Local Groups Weekend in 
Leamington Spa. 
 
1 AGM walk. 
 
1 event at Go Outdoors 
 
25 walks in total for the group, so nearly every other week. 
 
It was pleasing to see two new walk leaders taking the reins – thank you to Paul 
Jennings and David Tame for their efforts. 
 
A lot of the walks were led by three members - David Hood, Terry Muckell, and Clive 
Wainwright. Thanks to all of you for helping to keep a calendar of walks going. 
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Also, thanks to Anne Wade, and Richard and Sally Hicks for leading the Local Groups 
Weekend walks; and to Mike Buckely for organising the pre-AGM walk. 
 
Next year is the Heart of England’s thirtieth anniversary – an ideal opportunity for the 
group to revisit some popular walks they’ve done over the years, or to enjoy new walks. 
 
The walks calendar relies on members to lead walks, or maybe to simply suggest a 
walk that somebody else is prepared to lead. It doesn’t have to be 20 miles, or even a 
full day’s walking – it could be a favourite walk you may want to share with the group. 
No offer of a walk will be declined. 
 
Let’s make our anniversary year a great one for walking. 
 
 

● Robin Richmond as present Data Protection Officer :- 
 

The HoE Committee continues to ensure that GDPR requirements are complied with 
fully in all areas of its operations and communications, based on advice from the GDPR 
Officer. 
 
The main task of the GDPR Officer is to make an annual return to the NEC setting out 
H of E’s compliance with GDPR requirements, i.e. the personal data held, the length of 
time it has been held, and its security. During this calendar year (2025) both the Social 
Event Registration form, which also has a GDPR content, and the GDPR User Guide 
have been subject to changes, which are not yet finalised. Therefore, H of E has 
proposed and the NEC has agreed that H of E will not make an annual return for 2024. 
The next annual return will be made for 2025 and the GDPR Officer’s report will report 
on the outcomes at the December 2026 AGM. 
 

● Rupert ConnoIly as present Equipment Officer: - 

This is my first report as a member of the Heart of England LDWA Local group 

committee. I would like to thank you for all the support that has been given to me. 

The role encompasses organizing the equipment to support the group activities. 

What the equipment is. 

An inventory of all the kit has been made – running to 174 lines ranging from Potato 
ovens and microwaves to fairy lights and Sail Banners. There are “Check point admin 
boxes and checkpoint cleaning kits. Cool boxes and bags and cool packs, first aid kits 
and tables and chairs. Urns, kettles and toasters. Plates, bowls and cutlery. Utensils for 
serving and cooking, chopping boards and sharp knives. 

We have sufficient kit to run all the current challenge events we put on. With the range 
we have there is unlikely to be a great investment required if we put on different events 
of similar lengths. If we were to put on longer challenge events it is likely we would not 
need any extra equipment also. It would likely be more sensible to borrow from other 

nearby local groups rather than increase the storage requirements of our group. 

 

 

 



HoE LDWA AGM                                                                                                                            

11 

Where it was used in 2025. 

A Coventry Way - One Outdoor Check point (Gazebos, Tables, Chairs, Water 
Carriers, Admin/Cleaning boxes) & Sail banners at HQ 

Flower of Suffolk – 100 - Barn Dressing (Tables, Chairs, Gazebos, Fairy 
Lights, Bunting, Kettles & Urns, Water carriers– 2 Toasters – We took more than 
normally would be the case to the 100 as we wanted to make the barn more 
comfortable for us and the entrants to the event. 

Malvern Midsummer Marathon - HQ/4 indoor CP and one water station 

Birmingham Canal Canter - HQ/4 outdoor CP and 1 indoor CP 

Local Groups Weekend - Sail Banners 

What was replaced. 

This year much of the purchasing was to replace equipment that had become damaged 
over the years (Gazebos and Tables). The volunteers on our challenge events were 
presented with T-Shirts with the H of E logo on in recognition of their generous 
contribution. Bunting and fairy lights were purchased. 

Where it is stored. 

Stored in a variety of garages/spare rooms 

Dave Powell/ Dave Hood/ Yvonne Court/ Rupert Connolly/ Tim Atack 

Investigation into hiring a garage from Birmingham City Council has led to nothing. It is 

likely they are looking to sell the garages so are not actually taking on any new tenants. 

Commercial self storage units are prohibitively expensive and over specified for our 
needs. 

Options for the future 

Work will continue in trying to identify a long term easily accessible economic storage 
solution. 

Some of the equipment is not used on an annual basis it may be appropriate to 
consider disposing of this. 

Investigate what other equipment could support the H of E group and the LDWA in 
general. As new events work to endeavour to produce an archive for each event to 
facilitate the ease of running them in future years. 

 
● Ian Kelsey as present IT Officer: - 

 
Overview 
 
The IT function continues to play a vital role in supporting the Heart of England group’s 
activities by ensuring accurate and timely communication, maintaining digital platforms, 
and providing technical support for events. 
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Key Achievements 
 
Website Maintenance & Updates 
 

● Updated the LDWA H of E website with walk listings, event details, and news. 
● Added photo galleries and reports from major walks and challenge events to 

keep content fresh and engaging. 
 
Event Support 
 

● Provided technical assistance for challenge events, including online entry forms 
and GPX route file distribution. 

● Supported walk leaders with digital resources to improve participant experience. 
 
Challenges 
 

● Occasional delays in receiving walk details, which impacted timely updates. 
 
Plans for Next Year 
 

● Explore options for social media presence to increase engagement. 
● Encourage members to use photo galleries and event reporting features to 

showcase group activities. 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
I would like to thank all committee members and walk leaders for their cooperation in 
providing timely information and feedback. Your support has been invaluable in 
ensuring smooth IT operations throughout the year. 
 

6 

 
To elect the 2025/26 committee. Nominations received are as follows:- 
(outcome through attendees at AGM) 
Constitutionally - All committee members should be subject to re-election every AGM. 
 
The Chair led the formal voting for each of the positions. 

a) Chair.  
Proposed resolution: Open position for future Chair (Still vacant post this AGM) 
 
Nominated:   not applicable                             Seconded: not applicable                              
 

Passed/Not passed 
b) Deputy Chair. 

Proposed resolution: Neil Bromley continues as future Deputy Chair (and as acting 
interim Chair in limited capacity). 
 
Nominated:  Christine Stockton                       Seconded: Terry Muckle 
 

Passed/Not passed 
c) Group Secretary. 

Proposed resolution: David Hood continues as future Group Secretary 
 
Nominated:  Anne Wade                                 Seconded: Suzanne Byrne 
 

Passed/Not passed 
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d) Treasurer. 
Proposed resolution: Yvonne Court continues as future Treasurer 
 
Nominated: David Powell                             Seconded: Linda Hood 
 

Passed/Not passed 
e) Walks Secretary. 

Proposed resolution: Graham Jones continues as future Walks Secretary 
 
Nominated:  Anne Wade                             Seconded: Elizabeth Connolly                     
 
                                                                                                         Passed/Not passed 

 
f) Membership Secretary. 

Proposed resolution: Mike Buckley continues as future Membership Secretary 
 
Nominated: Linda Hood                              Seconded: Terry Muckle 
 
 

Passed/Not passed 
g) Data Protection Officer. 

Proposed resolution: Robin Richmond continues as future Data Protection Officer 
 
Nominated:  Terry Muckle                           Seconded:  Imtiaz Ilahi 
 

Passed/Not passed 
 

h) Property/Equipment Officer. 
Proposed resolution: Rupert Connolly as new future Property Officer 
 
Nominated:    Anne Wade                           Seconded:  Linda Hood                               
 

Passed/Not passed 
 

i) IT Officer. 
Proposed resolution: Ian Kelsey continues as IT Officer in support 
 
Nominated:  Terry Muckle                           Seconded:  Robert Court 
 

Passed/Not passed 
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Questions and Any other Business 
 
Points raised at the meeting:- 
 

● Rupert Connolly confirmed he would be organising the re-establishment of the 
Forest Marathon in September 2026, likely to be Saturday 26th, in conjunction 
with the support help of David Powell & Simon Pipe with the aim of global 
support of H o E members also. Start at Henley Village Hall. Two distances 
presently proposed (27 miles & 20 miles). Outcome on any proceeds made 
intended to make a donation to HoE Forest. 

● The Group also intends to develop a 50 mile event in our area for 2027. 
● A rota arrangement of our existing or new challenge events for 2027 is likely to 

be in place, as a maximum of three challenge events is in the capacity of the 
committee to organise. 

● Rupert also mentioned to the attendees he would like to develop another annual 
100 mile LDWA event in our area (principally incorporating the Malvern’s & 
Cotswolds) to suit the NEC requirements possibly for 2029. This time 
encompassing the total support of the HoE Group committee, but independently 
team lead for management. Noting no adverse comment was received from the 
audience on this statement, but further discussion needs to be processed 
through the committee, ultimately involving long term planning if this is to 
become a reality. 

● Rupert also talked through the situation with the Bristol & West Group, which 
now unfortunately ceases to exist as a Group. NEC asked our Group and 
adjacent local groups for support and accommodating its present members for 
any amalgamation that could be achieved. In final outcome of practical location 
and debate via the committee we are inheriting members with a postcode of 
Bristol & Gloucester if they wish to join our HoE group. Although this expands 
our present landscape of our HoE zone it supports members without a present 
home. Future Leaders & walks will therefore be taken into consideration to 
cover the area. 

● Elizabeth Connolly based on the above statement, mentioned it would be good 
if we as a Group could organise a “welcoming social walk’ for them early in the 
new year. Graham as walk secretary to review accordingly. 

● The committee mentioned with approx. 70% of its Group membership over the 
age of 60 and more likely to be retired, the planning of midweek social walks 
was a consideration with the prominent days of Wednesday or Thursday being 
an outcome if achieved. Noting any leaders from the membership always 
welcome & support given via our walk’s secretary Graham if on offer. 
Due to planning or time lag note the use of ‘Strider Magazine’ is only likely to 
have prominent registered challenge events or definite social walks listed. 
As communication is always the key, its prudent to always look on our website & 
‘Whats App’ Group for last minute walk listings or meet ups. 

● The attendees raised the question to the committee was all nominated roles 
necessary to be full committee members in their capacity role e.g. Data 
Protection Officer, IT officer. Reply from committee & on balance with our 
present constitution & co-opting people it was thought no change required. 

● As next year will be the Groups 30th anniversary the committee have developed 
the Birmingham Canal Canter challenge event to have an extended distance of 
30 miles incorporated into its traditional distances available for entry. Mike 
Buckley will also produce some background wording to our website to 
acknowledge our Groups history – keep a lookout on website in 2026. 

● Terry Muckle raised the question will the Committee consider the “Heart of 
England Way” walking route again (as it was 2002 since we last fulfilled 
undertaking) in the social calendar. Reply from the Committee acknowledged 
this fact, and it was long overdue for re-walking, especially for new members. 
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Committee to review in 2026 in committee meetings & implications how this 
could be achieved in planning and time scaling of dates. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members support for all events and helping out/running of checkpoints, catering etc 
essential - All members NOTE 
In general all issues are consistently reviewed and latest minutes of Committee 
Meetings can always be found on our website through this link:-   
https://ldwa.org.uk/HeartOfEngland/W/9684/hoe-minutes.html 
 
Points made prior to the meeting by email:- 
 
This year the Committee received no emails through correspondence for either 
Committee nominations or points to be raised prior to the AGM as outlined to members 
through November sent out for any inclusion.  
 
Volunteer sheets for the following challenge events were available for the audience on 
the day to fill in with their namesake if they were available to support: - 
 

• A Coventry Way – 26th April 2026 

• Malvern Midsummer Marathon – 20th June 2026 

• Birmingham Canal Canter – 2nd August 2026 

• Forest Marathon – 26th September 2026 

• Marshals walk – 100 mile event, Hunnypot Hundred 2026, Kent – 2nd/4th May 

• Main event – 100 mile event, Hunnypot Hundred 2026, Kent – 23rd/25th May 
 

  
 

 

Meeting 
closed: 

At 3:50 pm 

 

Minute taker: 
Clive Wainwright 

 

Date: 
20th January 2026 available for issue. 

 

Minutes to be distributed to all group members. https://www.ldwa.org.uk/heartofengland 

https://ldwa.org.uk/HeartOfEngland/W/9684/hoe-minutes.html
https://www.ldwa.org.uk/heartofengland

