Herts Hobble 2025 Report.

The Herts Hobble 2025 took place on Sunday 15th June.
Luckily this avoided the highest heatwave as enjoyed on the Golden 50 marshal’s walk.

The route.

New for 2025.
Two distances provided a choice of 18 or 26 miles.
Starting from the 1st Baldock Scouts Hall both routes visited the main checkpoint at Bennington Village Hall.

The 18 milers returning to Baldock and the 26 adding a loop to revisit Bennington before returning to Baldock.

As a supplement to the checkpoint three drinks points where added at the halfway stages of each leg.

The route description had been thoroughly checked and updated following the Marshals’ Walk, and the figure of eight route using one village hall as a double checkpoint worked very well.
Both routes had been combined on one route description with an instruction after CP1 as to the divergence.
However,  one group of walkers on the 18-mile route managed to walk the loop by mistake.
They completed the loop and we provided transport back to Baldock.
They had enjoyed an 18 mile walk just not the one intended.

Having two separate GPX files for each part did not turn out to be popular.

There were 190 entries with 156 turning up on the day (92 for the 26-mile route and 64 on the 18-mile route).

Happily there were no retirements.

Start/Finish.
A requirement for using Baldock Scout Hall is that no inconvenience is cause to nearby residents by on street parking.
To that end we had permission from Tesco to use the non-restricted part of the site which entrants adhered to.
For any further use better signage and direction would be useful.

The Hall itself is a good size and the kitchen adequate for cold food.

Checkpoint.
Bennington Village Hall.
A good size and well equipped (including Wi-Fi) and a generous amount of parking.

Water Stops.
Well received by participants.
Luckily the weather was kind for outdoor sites.
Possibly use for the gazebo should be considered and for the last stop a chance to for a brief sit down.

Catering
Lots of positive comments on the choice of refreshments available with sandwiches, home-made cake and  rice and fruit at Benington and a Ploughman’s  and fruit salad at  the finish.
The amount of food and drink  provided at  Water Point 3 was under-estimated as  the slower entrants were ready for a longer stop when they  arrived there.

Marshals
A great team of Marshals all getting everything done
We found that we were a bit stretched for the period when Baldock, Bennington and two water stops were operating at the same time.
Participants appreciated the level of support given.




