Essex & Herts 50th Anniversary Celebration 50 mile event took place on Saturday 26th July from Manuden Village Community Centre three miles inside the Essex border. The route was a figure of eight covering 25 miles in each county. 177 walkers and runners started from 8.30am, 159 completing the route with the last walkers finishing in good time at 4.00am on Sunday morning. Although the temperature reached the low 20’s with high humidity on Saturday morning and evening, it was a relief that the weather was much kinder than the much higher temperatures experienced by the Marshals on their walk in June. 

There were six checkpoints:  Standon, Thundridge, Much Hadham (managed by BBN), Manuden, Arkesden, and Quendon, (all adorned with E & H 50th celebration bunting)  offering drinks, sandwiches, and snacks. Maunuden also offering a meal/lunch, ice cream, and early breakfast.  All entrants were given a certificate and badge, as well as the special golden 50 buff designed by Lizzie Bridge.

28 volunteers, assembled by Kirsteen Newell, plus a team from BBN and local resident Ernie, helped on the day. On Sunday morning, floods of messages of thanks to the volunteers and positive feedback of the event, started to come through and continued throughout the following week. 

A message from a well respected LDWA stalwart, and experienced challenge walker :-

‘Just a brief note to say a big ‘thank you’ for the Golden 50.  The support was wonderful, and refreshments varied and plentiful.  It was a lovely way for Essex & Herts Group to celebrate your 50th anniversary and you have set a high standard for your 60th!! ‘

One walker (local E &H member) arrived at Quendon checkpoint feeling unwell and needed assistance. He was helped to recover enough before an ambulance arrived but subsequently spent the night at the hospital on a saline drip, discharged on Sunday, and fully recovered by Monday. 

