Blackwater Marathon 2025 Report
The 25th Blackwater Marathon was held on Saturday, 25th October 2025 starting from the Maldon Rugby Club H.Q. in Heybridge. The event was also a part of the Essex and Herts 50th Anniversary celebrations.
There were 167 entries, 145 of whom started – 109 on the Marathon route and 36 on the 18 mile route. There were no retirements. Everybody finished by 16.50, 40 minutes before closing time.
We decided to use the Rugby Club facilities again as good parking is available. The Blackwater is traditionally on a Saturday and we returned to that tradition after 2 years  ago when we changed to the Sunday to accommodate the school, who eventually let us down. 
A disadvantage of the Rugby Club is there are club activities going on all weekend and we need to work around them. This time there was a first team cup match so there were adult supporters and team members using the bar. The Rugby Club members are very accommodating and thanks to the flexibility of the Essex & Herts LDWA marshals we were able to work round any potential problems.
The route was similar to that used for 2019/2023 with checkpoints at Goldhanger, Tollesbury and Tolleshunt Major. All the halls are suitable for checkpoints and although Tollesbury Parish Rooms do not have wifi, a dongle facilitated the use of Pacer. The weather was good although there was a chilly wind.
There were many compliments about the hospitality at the checkpoints and the start/finish. The event Marshals were largely the same as those who worked on the 2019 and 2023 event but there were notable additions and it was great to have fresh faces on the team. Thank you to all the Marshals for making this a good day out for participants.
Sadly, this will be the last event and the last Blackwater we will coordinate. For many years we have enjoyed being directly involved in many Essex and Herts challenge events, but of necessity we have stepped back from events over the last few years.
We have always enjoyed the Blackwater area and our work with the event goes back more than 30 years. It has given us much pleasure to coordinate the event’s 25th anniversary, which was commemorated with a complimentary mug.
The Blackwater is Essex and Herts longest running event and we hope it will continue to run in future years.
Jean and Bill Bowers.

