East Lancashire LDWA Committee Meeting
Tuesday 5th July, 2025 at 7.30pm
Venue:   Sea View Inn, 2 Preston Road, Whittle-le-Woods, Chorley, PR6 7HH
Present:
Pauline Melia 		EL LDWA Chair
Jeanette Banks		EL LDWA Secretary
Alma Walsh		EL LDWA Treasurer 
Nick Halford		EL LDWA Walks Secretary
Caz Tennant		EL LDWA Events Secretary
Dave Walsh		EL LDWA Ordinary Committee Member
Paul Banks		EL LDWA Ordinary Committee Member
Tony Clarke
Karen Wardle

Absentees:
Hilary Scott		EL LDWA IT Secretary (apologies received)
Viv Lee			EL LDWA Social Secretary (apologies received)
Roger Jackson		EL LDWA Ordinary Committee Member (apologies received)
Steve Clarke		EL LDWA Ordinary Committee Member (apologies received)
Gordon Stone		EL LDWA Ordinary Committee Member (uncommunicated absence)

Minutes of last meeting:
Alma and Dave have read the minutes and confirm that they are a correct record of the meeting.

Matters arising from last meeting:
Martyn Greaves legacy application:    
The LDWA NEC have confirmed the award of fees amounting to £12,000 in response to the business case forwarded by Viv and Caz to request funds from the Martyn Greaves legacy.   Alma will contact the NEC treasurer to arrange transfer of funds to EL LDWA.   The funds will go towards the repair of badly damaged paths and steps on the EL Two Crosses Challenge Event route.  
In addition to the £12,000 from the Martyn Greaves fund, EL LDWA group are providing £2,000, Bury Council have promised £2,000 and United Utilities are paying £6,500.    There is a shortfall of £1,700 to complete the project – Caz will approach United Utilities to ascertain if they are willing to make up the shortfall.
Customised sit-mats:  Caz is to look at the cost of producing EL LDWA designed sit-mats.  These would be issued to participants of the 2026 40th Anniversary Two Crosses Challenge Event.
Shelters for CP3 on the Two Crosses Challenge Event:  Forwarded action for Roger Jackson.
Long lost footpaths:  Caz has contacted Iain Connell, NEC Footpaths Officer, regarding the first three of the long lost footpaths listed.   She is currently looking at walking the paths to see if they can be reinstated.
Data Protection and retention of walk registers:   Alma reported that Madeline Watson has confirmed that the NEC IT will automatically delete walk registers after a 12 months period.   This has already been actioned by the NEC IT.   Madeline confirmed that the NEC toolkit will be updated to reflect the 12 month timeframe for deleting the registers.

Chair and Secretary update:
Pauline expressed best wishes for a speedy recovery to Viv Lee.
Thank you to Dave and Alma for hosting a successful EL Two Crosses/100 party in their home, and to everyone who attended and contributed to the Jacob’s Join.

Treasurer’s report:
Current Account Balance £260.23 ;   Savings Account £6112.62

£500.00 was received on 10/6/25 from the NEC in respect of this year’s 100 expenses, of which £343.75 has been paid out to 11 of the Flower of Suffolk 100 volunteers.
Total cost to the club in respect of the Two Crosses Party 2025 amounted to £241.14.
The only other payments made since the last meeting were £36.00 in respect of a butane gas bottle &
£22.94 in respect of Pastoral expenses.

Our net figure over the two accounts is £6372.85


Events Secretary:

Caz stated that there was nothing to report in regards to the EL LDWA Challenge Event, other than to confirm that the date for the 2026 Two Crosses Challenge has been published.

Walk’s Secretary Report:
Nick reported and requested the following:
This month has a good selection of walks but more leaders are needed for the Autumn programme, so please check the website for suitable dates to lead, and encourage other members to do the same.

IT Secretary Report:
Hilary sent the following IT report:
There is not much to report on the IT front for this meeting.   Thank you to all the walk leaders who have sent reports and pictures of the social walks.  Facebook has been updated regularly too.
Social Secretary Update:
Viv Lee communicated the dates for next year’s Summer walking break.   The 3 night break will be from Monday 6th July 2026 in Hawes in North Yorkshire.    Folk who wish to attend will need to book their own accommodation and then inform Viv that they are attending so that she can organise the appropriate numbers of meals out in local hostelries. 
There will be walks led by Roger Jackson and Steve Gilleard, which will leave at 9.30am from outside the Fountains Hotel in Hawes.   

Agenda Items:
a) AGM – Jeanette.   Following discussion, it was agreed that the next AGM will take place at the Seaview Inn on Tuesday 4th November at 8pm.   A hot pot supper (also vegetarian meal as required) will be purchased from EL LDWA funds and provided by the Seaview Inn, for attendees prior to the meeting at 7pm.

b) Walk leader expenses – Same again? – Nick.   Members agreed that according to EL LDWA Constitution, leaders can claim expenses for travel to reccy club walks.  Nick will send out an email to walk leaders from 2024-25 accordingly.

c) Left over drinks from EL Two Crosses/100 Party.    Meeting attendees unanimously agreed that alcoholic drinks left over from the party will be prizes in a raffle held at the EL AGM meeting.  Tickets will be £2 each and moneys received will be forwarded as a donation to Bury Mountain Rescue.

d) GM Ringway – Pauline has received the following request for volunteers.   If anyone is interested, please use the email address below . .

Volunteers wanted for the GM Ringway walking trail!
If you love the GM Ringway and enjoy walking in your local area, would you consider joining our team of volunteer stage guardians?  Our stage guardians walk their section of the trail once a season, make sure the way marking is in place, cut back any foliage blocking paths and stiles and check for any issues and report them back to HQ.  We are particularly keen to find volunteers in the Bury and Bolton areas.

If you’d like to find out more please email info@gmringway.org and we will get back to you.

e) Old handwritten and types EL LDWA Committee Meeting minutes – Hilary Scott.  The committee agreed that old minutes can be securely destroyed.

Any Other Business:
Pauline reminded members of the NEC AGM taking place in Kent.
The Local Groups weekend away is being held in Leamington Spa on 8th to 10th November 2025.   If any members wish to attend this event (expenses paid by NEC) can they please discuss with Pauline.

Meeting Closed at 8.45pm
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