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Chagford Challenge 2021


For those of you who have questions about this event, we have tried to cover them in these FAQs. No doubt you have one not cover, so let us know.

Q. What is the LDWA?

A. Long Distance Walking Association is an Association of people with the common interest of walking long distances in rural, mountainous or moorland areas. Local groups organise challenge events and the Chagford Challenge is a well established event with more than 200 people entering each year.

Q. Do I need to be a member to enter?

A. You don’t have to be an LDWA member to take part in a Challenge Event, although it usually saves you some money so it’s worth joining if you plan to do several events. Entry fees for the Chagford Challenge are £12 for LDWA members and £18 for non members. £2 of your entry fee will be donated to the Dartmoor National Park, to help with the upkeep & maintenance of the park. There are no reductions for retired people, students or other groups.

Q. What do I get for my money?

A. Hopefully a fantastic day out organised by volunteers. You will be provided with a detailed written route description, free parking, hot drinks at the star, liquid and cake at the checkpoints and a pasty & drinks will be available at the finish. You will also receive encouragement and a friendly welcome.

Q. What sort of people enter? Are they all fanatics?

A. Anyone can enter. We have lots of experienced walkers and plenty of newcomers as well. You don’t have to be a fanatic to enjoy this walk. We do have some members who zoom round walks at lightning speed but there are plenty of others who like to take their time. The 17 mile route has a generous time limit to allow even a slower-paced walker to finish. All to finish by 7pm with a staggered start from 8am depending on the distance entered and all runners start at 9am.
We have LDWA members, young people training for the 10 Tors, people over 80 and individuals, as well as groups of friends who have never done an event before.

Q. Is it a race?

A.  Absolutely not!  It is a day out with snacks! We do note people’s times at the start and at the checkpoints but that is a safety thing to make sure we know where you all are.

Q. How safe is it?

A. Walking on Dartmoor comes with risks. You can help make sure you have a safe day out by having the route description, a map and a compass and the ability to read them.  Please make sure you print the instructions to bring with you. These will be available early and you will be notified and will be able to find them online. You should wear appropriate gear for Dartmoor, good boots or other footwear and make sure you have something warm and waterproofs. Although liquid and cake will be provided at the checkpoints, you will need to bring something to eat and additional liquid. You can help us by making sure you check in at the start, each check point and at the end.

Q. I’m a bit new to walking and I don’t know if I could keep up with everyone else. Can I do a challenge walk?

A. This is a personal “challenge” one; it is not a race. You walk at your own pace and can stop for rests at checkpoints. If you think you can manage the distance then why not give it a go?

Q. What if I run out of steam and can’t complete the event?

A. Ideally get to a checkpoint and we will try to get you back to the start, you will be given a mobile emergency number for use on the day. It’s better to retire en route rather than put yourself off for ever. Even better is to make sure you do some longer walks before the event so you are prepared.

Please do not leave the walk without letting the organiser know.

We will be looking for you if we think you are still in the event. Unaccounted-for participants will be searched for (by emergency services too).

Q. What is the position concerning dogs on walks?

A. For reasons to do with safety and the opinions of the Dartmoor National Park Authority we are not allowing dogs on the Chagford Challenge but many of the LDWA social walks will welcome dogs.

Q. What if I need to cancel, will I get a refund?

This depends. The event is usually oversubscribed so we may be able to fill your place. In which case, we will refund your entry fee. If not, there will be no refund. You can always swap the name of the person entering.

Q. What if I want to run round?

You can run, dance or walk round but please remember this is primarily a walking event. If you run, you will be given a later starting time to help with the smooth running of the event. Please DO NOT start earlier as the checkpoints will not be ready and you need to be logged at each one. All to start by 9.30am.

The Chagford Challenge event will be on the 26th September 2021.

There is a choice of 3 new different routes, 17 miles, 22 miles, and 31 miles.

31 & 22 start at 08:00; 17 starts at 08:30 & runners between 09:00 & 09:30.

All entrants to be finished by 7pm. 

Entries on SiEntries will open as soon as DNPA give us the permission to run the event.

£12 for LDWA members, £18 for non members. £2 of your entry fee will be donated to the Dartmoor National Park, to help with the upkeep & maintenance of the park. 
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