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Welcomes
Welcome to our latest news update and especially to Sharon Postlethwaite, Sarah McMahon and Stephen Reynolds who have joined as Primary members of the group since the last newsletter. We look forward to meeting you on a walk or event in the near future.

Social Walks planned (for full details see group section of website)
Sat 21 Nov 26	From Flockton, 15 miles					
Sat 5 Dec 26	Christmas walk and meal, Robinson’s Farm Kitchen, Northowram, 7 miles. 
As with all social walks, it will be possible to turn up for the walk without notice. However, if you wish to join us for the meal you must let NM know by Friday 27 November in order for numbers to be confirmed with the venue.
Sat 23 Jan 27	From West Vale, distance tbc				
Sat 6 Feb 27	Venue and distance tbc					
Sat 6 Mar 27	Baildon Boundary Way, 14 miles 			
Sat 27 Mar 27	The Heden, from Mytholmroyd, choice 15 or 22 miles	
Sat 3 Apr 27	The Penistone Line (linear with rail link) approx. 17 mls (mileage tbc)
	
Please get in touch if you feel willing and able to lead a social walk for the group.
It will be very much appreciated.

Other groups’ walks in our area or nearby in the next few months
Sat 24 Oct	Calderdale Tributaries 3, Colden Water	17 miles	The Irregulars
Sat 14 Nov 	Hollingworth Circular				22 miles	West Yorks
Sat 21 Nov	Calderdale Tributaries 4, Luddenden Dean	18 miles	The Irregulars
Sat 12 Dec	Regular Irregular Challenge from Brockholes	Various	The Irregulars
Wed 16 Dec	From Bingley					15 miles	West Yorks

Congratulations
To Sandy Gee and Tom Airlie who completed the 50-mile Rowbotham’s Round Rotherham
on Saturday 4th October. Not satisfied, Sandy then came for a warm down on our 16 miler the following day!
I really do want to give acknowledgement to your walking achievements but can only do so if you let me know. Accounts of some ventures for inclusion in the newsletter would also be welcome.

Holmfirth Walking Festival   (1st – 4th October 2026)
Ann Sandell of Kirkby Stephen Walkers Are Welcome, but also Chair of the Nation-wide organisation, somehow picked up on the piece in the August Strider and forwarded it to all ten of the WAW groups mentioned in it. She also contacted the Holmfirth group and asked that they pass on the organisation’s thanks for the publicity to the LDWA.

John Ingham (Holmfirth WAW) messaged that, “We’ve had an incredibly successful festival. In total 227 people participated in 11 walks over the four days. All free and all led by volunteers. There was also an evening event which included a talk by the National Trust Ranger for Marsden Moor. A big thanks to the LDWA for your contribution.”

Other than ours, the walks ranged from 3 to 7 miles in length. Our ‘contribution’ was to, for the first time, provide a longer 16 miler which appeared on our social walk list as well as on their programme. It attracted 17 participants, 7 of whom were not LDWA members and some of whom are now considering joining. Time will tell but all in all a success and one which we are likely to repeat in next year’s festival.

The Yorkshire Air Ambulance Service
The talk and slide show given by Pat Lee before the last meeting was excellent and fully justified our decision to donate £750 to the cause. Pat stressed that the charities only funding came from public donations, from their lottery and gifts in wills – no shops.

The service averages four to five missions a day, transporting seriously ill or injured patients to one of the four major trauma centres within the county (Leeds, Sheffield, Hull or Middlesborough). Helicopters are airborne within 3 minutes of a call being accepted.
They fly from their own base at Nostell Priory near Wakefield and, at the moment, from a shared rented base at RAF Topcliff. A final £400,000 push is needed to enable the move from Topcliff to their own purpose-built base at the nearby Skipton-on-Swale where construction is nearing completion. 

From modest beginnings with one second hand helicopter operating out of Leeds-Bradford Airport in October 2000, they now have three ‘state-of-the-art’ Airbus craft bought new and fitted out to the highest medical standards. Two of these are operational at any given time. 
Today they are crewed by a Pilot, a Technical Crew member, two Specialist Care Paramedics and, on one, a Consultant A&E Doctor. In addition, there are two motor vehicle support units. In all the charity has 14 Consultant Doctors working on rota, 18 Advanced Paramedics, 8 Pilots (all ex-military) and 8 Technical Crew Members.

All this of course costs a tremendous amount of money. There is a saying that ‘every cloud has a silver lining’ and Pat puts the successful growth of the operation down to a few factors.
In September 2006, Richard Hammond was filming for the ‘Top Gear’ TV programme at RAF Elvington near York. Driving a jet powered car at 288mph he was seriously injured when it overturned. The one (at that time) YAA helicopter flew him to the neurological unit at Leeds where, against the odds, he survived.

The publicity from this event led to the commissioning of a ‘Helicopter Heroes’ TV series. This, in turn, was so successful that a further eight series have followed and donations have ‘taken off’ (pun intended!). Pat also believes that a great deal is down to the pride of the people of Yorkshire taking the view that this is ‘our’ helicopter. There are other regional air ambulance services but none anywhere near as large as ‘ours’. 

The Slaithwaite Footbridge Restoration Campaign
The footbridge over the River Colne at Upper Mills in Slaithwaite (“Slawit” to you and me) was destroyed during severe storms in December 2024. A large fallen tree and debris struck the structure during high river levels.

The severed footpath (COL/115/10) provided an important link between Manchester Road, the canal towpath and Slaithwaite village centre. Its loss has disrupted established routes used by locals and leisure walkers/groups alike. 

A community campaign (Slaithwaite Building Connections Community Group) aims to restore the bridge, working with Kirklees Council, local landowners and businesses, individuals and walking groups. 

The first step is to raise almost £17,000 by 26 November. Kirklees Council is supporting the project by commissioning work for a design which would be robust enough to withstand future flooding. Calderdale and Kirklees LDWA have pledged £250 towards this initial target. Pledges will only be released if the target is reached at which stage the Council will add a further £5,000

Further information and checks on progress can be found on the Huddersfield Hub site and at spacehive.com/replacing-slaithwaites-bridge where individual pledges can also be made.

A New Footpath right of way?
Kirklees Council are consulting about an application to add a public footpath to the Definitive Map in the Farnley Tyas area. The Council is interested in hearing from members of the public who have used the route, or have evidence of others doing so. The consultation is open until the 19th October. 

The proposed route leads from existing footpath KIR/46/10 near Royd Wood (Grid Ref: SE 15031 13338) to existing footpath KIR/48/10 at Arthur Wood. Please submit any comments you have to publicrightsofway@kirklees.gov.uk (Ref: DMMO 341).

AGM  (followed by an ordinary Group Meeting)
Wednesday 27th January 2027, 7pm, The Drop Inn, 12 Elland Road, Elland, HX5 9DU
We would particularly be interested in anyone who felt that they might be able to take on the role of treasurer.

That’s all for now but, please get in touch with any questions, items for the next newsletter, details of your walking achievements or offers of help.
All the best,
Neil            07773 450860


