LDWA Calderdale & Kirklees Group, Open Committee Meeting
7-00pm, Wednesday 6 May 2026, The Drop Inn, Elland

1.1	Present – Sandy Gee (Chair), Neil Midgley (Secretary), Jane Guest, Karen Nash, Stephen Walker
1.2    	Apologies - Kathryn Finn, Paula Pickersgill
1.3	Minutes of 11 March 2026 approved

2 	Matters Arising (not included in main agenda)
2.1	(from 3) Branded Clothing
NM brought examples of LDWA logoed garments, purchased via the national website and to which he had then had ‘Calderdale & Kirklees’ added by SP Designs
2.2	Decided that the group would pay the cost of this additional lettering for any member who had purchased their own garment(s) from LDWA
	THIS IS OPEN TO/APPLICABLE TO ALL MEMBERS (not just Committee). NM would sort out the work on any garments given to him (at next meeting, on walks or by other means).
	Members are reminded that, for the sake of uniformity, bottle green is preferred.
	
3	Calderdale Crawl – Challenge Event, Saturday 1st August 2026
3.1	Up to 98 entries
3.2	All posts covered. List with appointed names to be brought to next meeting. Action SG	
3.3	Still awaiting feedback from CROWS and/or Calderdale Council on disputed Ripponden r.o.w.
3.4	Concern over ground work in Luddenden Foot. Council have said it should be cleared in time.
3.5	Decided that coasters would be provided as mementos. SG had circulated emails he had received showing details and designs. It was agreed to go for circular ones, in colour with no ribbon.  Image of Ripponden Bridge to be taken from certificates. Action SG
3.6	A new supply of certificates would need ordering. Action SG	
3.7	Decided that £750 should be donated to Yorkshire Air Ambulance from Last year’s event. Action SG
3.8	Marshal’s event date tbc. All 

4	Kirklees Krawl – Challenge Event, Saturday 7th August 2027
4.1	NM had booked Brockholes as HQ and Hepworth as indoor checkpoint but Irregulars group had raised concern that use of Brockholes would have adverse effect on entries for their ‘Regular Irregular’ challenge. 
Decided we would cancel Brockholes. Action NM
4.2	Alternatives considered and High Burton agreed upon. To confirm with venue. Action JG
4.3	NM and JG to look at provisional routes (after Calderdale Crawl completed?) Action NM and JG
		
5	Social Walks
5.1	Past -  	Baildon Boundary Way (NM)			Sat 28 March	14 miles (11 attendees)
		The Summits of Calderdale & Kirklees (NM)	Sat 2 May	20 miles (7 attendees)
		Both completed with no issues

5.2	Planned – for details see group section of website	
		Calling Colne Valley and Calderdale (Abi MacDonald, with West Yorkshire) Sat 27 June
		From Lepton, (details tbc) (JG) 			Sat 11th July 	16 miles?
		Holmfirth Walking Festival (NM)			Sat 4 Oct	16 miles
		Christmas walk and meal (details tbc)		Sat 5 Dec


6	Matters from Local Groups on-line Teams Meeting, 14th April 2026, joined by NM
6.1	The LDWA currently pays for up to 4 user licences for LDWA email addresses per group.
	User licences are renewed annually from 1st June. 
Groups asked to choose between the following two options ….
A) Change to a maximum of 3 user licences, one of which would be ‘Business Basic’ which would allow the group use of SharePoint and Teams.
B) Continue to have a maximum of 4 mailbox only licences.
Agreed we would go for option (A). 
Agreed we would surrender the walk secretary’s address as SW using his own
Local Groups Officer to be notified. Action NM
6.2	Groups asked to consider various H&S measures. Should groups pay for members training?
6.2.1	Food Safety and Hygiene inc allergy training. 
	3-hour Level 2 on-line course £12. N.E.C. would pay for one or two people per group.
6.2.2	First Aid provision on Challenge events, social walks etc
	Agreed desirable even if not mandatory. Heart of England had utilised Martin Greaves fund.
Possible courses/training to be investigated. Action KN and NM
6.2.3	Walk leader experience, training, kit? (eg First Aid kit, Group shelter)
	It was felt that the more requirements imposed the fewer leaders would come forward.
6.3	Social Walks
	Guidelines and safety checklist will be updated. Consultation period continues to 18 May. 
No change to actual register.
	Leader to ask about medical conditions, ensure ICE details completed
	Guidance on new dog laws
6.4	Volunteers
	New model for 2027. Toolkit for training and development, leadership etc.
6.5	Next National Meetings
	July 14th	Local Groups Teams on-line
	November	Local Groups weekend
	March 2027	AGM Nottingham

7	A.O.B 
7.1	Friends of John Cottam invited to attend Huddersfield Greenhead parkrun in his memory
7.2	High Peak Group are asking for groups willing/able to help with the 2028 Millstone Hundred	
Agreed we should reply with provisional enquiry/offer. Action NM

8	Next Calderdale & Kirklees Meetings - The Drop Inn, 12 Elland Lane, Elland, HX5 9DU
	Wednesday 10 June, 7pm        		
Wednesday 8 July, 7pm
Wednesday 22 July, 7pm (final check for Calderdale Crawl).
Dates to post. Action NM
Please come along and support your group.
	
