LDWA Calderdale & Kirklees Group, Open Committee Meeting
7-00pm, Wednesday 7th October 2026, The Drop Inn, Elland
The meeting was preceded by an excellent presentation about the history and work of the  
Yorkshire Air Ambulance Service, given by Pat Lee, one of its volunteer supporters. This resulted from our donation of £750 to the service from the surplus from the 2025 Calderdale Crawl. 
More details in the forthcoming newsletter.

1.1	Present – Sandy Gee (Chair), Neil Midgley (Secretary), Tom Airlie, Jane Guest, Karen Nash
1.2	Apologies – Kath Finn, Ian Pettit, Ian Pilkington, Paul Sharrock, Anne Webb, Stephen Walker, Warren Yabsley.
1.3	Minutes of Monday 20th July – Calderdale Crawl the only agenda item – see below.

2	Calderdale Crawl – Challenge Event, Saturday 1st August, 2026 
2.1	Overall feedback from participants had been excellent.
2.2	We would like to register our thanks for all those who helped stage the event.
2.3	There were 29 ‘no shows’ from the 150 entries. Reasons largely unknown.
2.4	Surplus money is a little under £400. Down on the previous year. More expensive mementos (coasters rather than badges) and donating/returning of entry fees of those participating in memory of Matthew Walker in aid of the Forget Me Not Children’s Hospice
2.5	There had been a couple of complaints from landowners about participants straying off route. SG has placated. Route descriptions for this section may need amending for 2028.

3	Kirklees Krawl – Challenge Event, Saturday 7th August 2027
3.1	Draft route in place. First half (High Burton to Hepworth) walked by JG and NM
3.2	Second half (approx. 13 miles) to be walked on Saturday 7th Nov. by some of committee. 
	Meet 8.30 Highburton Village Hall. This is NOT being put onto the social walk calendar but if anyone particularly wanted to join the walk, please contact NM first (07773 450860) so that we are sure of transport for the linear route.
3.3	Entries to go live in January after route details and entry fees finalised (at 27 Jan meeting?).
3.4	Anne Webb has already offered her “usual role” again – Very much appreciated!

4	First Aid provision on challenge events 
(see previous discussions in minutes of 6th May & 11th June 2026)
4.1	Kirklees provide a course, which validates outdoor education and leadership qualifications, at their ‘Little Deer Wood Centre, Mirfield. Cost £160 this year. Qualifications last 3 years. 
4.2	Agreed to sponsor one delegate per year so that there was a rolling programme of renewal with, ultimately, three members qualified.
4.3	KN agreed to attend on 17th-18th October this year. Action KN

5	New Digital Platform
5.1	Development ‘continues apace’. Each group has been asked to nominate a named person as the first point of contact during development phase. Action SG

6	Local Groups Meetings
6.1	Tuesday 13th October, 7pm, on-line meeting. Action SG
6.2	13-15th Nov, Local Groups weekend. No delegate available. Apologies to be sent. Action NM
7	Social Walks 
7.1	See forthcoming newsletter for report of the Holmfirth Walking Festival
7.2	Planned – for details see group section of website
	Sat 21 Nov 26	From Flockton, 15 miles					Action JG
	Sat 5 Dec 26	Christmas walk and meal, Northowram, 7 miles, 		Action KF
	Sat 23 Jan 27	From West Vale	, distance tbc				Action KN
	Sat 6 Feb 27	Venue and distance tbc					Action TA
	Sat 6 Mar 27	Baildon Boundary Way, 14 miles 			Action NM
	Sat 27 Mar 27	The Heden, from Mytholmroyd, choice 15 or 22 miles	Action SG
	Sat 3 Apr 27	The Penistone Line (linear with rail link) 17 mls (mls tbc) Action NM
	All walk leaders please give details to Stephen Walker as soon as finalised
7.3	As with all social walks, it will be possible to turn up for the Christmas walk without notice. However, if you wish to join us for the meal you must let NM know by 
in order for numbers to be confirmed with the venue.
7.4	Please get in touch if you feel willing and able to lead a social walk for the group.
	It will be very much appreciated.

8	River Colne footbridge, Slaithwaite
	It was agreed to pledge £250 to this restoration project. 			Action SG
	Full story in the forthcoming newsletter.

9	Next Meeting
	Wednesday 27th January 2027, 7pm, The Drop Inn, 12 Elland Road, Elland, HX5 9DU
This will be our AGM followed by an ordinary committee meeting.
Please come along and support your group.
We would particularly be interested in anyone who felt that they might be able to take on the role of treasurer.
				


