SHILLINGTON SHUFFLE     17 Nov 2024     18 Mile Route       Updated  06/11/2024
Emergency number during event – 07810 480 911
Abbreviations:  L = Left,  R = Right,  TL = Turn Left,  TR = Turn Right,  BL = Bear Left, 

BR = Bear Right,  AH = Ahead,  X = Cross,  thru = through,   
immed = immediately,  fp = footpath,  bw = bridleway,  KG = kissing gate,  
WM = waymark post,  FB = footbridge ,  rd = road,  jnt =   junction,  trk = track,

encl = enclosed, LMG = Large metal gate,  LWG = Large wooden gate,

CP = checkpoint,  m = metres,  km = kilometres, CB:320 = compass bearing 320

Each paragraph starts with distance (0.5M) in miles and a six figure grid reference.

Start – Barton Village Hall:    GR: TL 082 306

Leave Barton Village Hall site & X rd using pedestrian crossing.  TL past Gale Court sign, BR into Old Rd.  In 40m TL & X rd & into park at iron gate.  Go ½R (CB:140) to pass far corner of tennis court fence & in 20m go thru wooden barrier on L. AH on encl path to rd, TR.  In 100m go thru KG by LMG.  AH 830m with hedge on R to KG by LMG, thru. AH with stream on R & scrubland & hedge on L.  In 160m, when scrubland & hedge end, BL (CB:90) up rise, with steeply rising hills either side.  When steeply rising hill is faced, take rising path to R (initially CB:130) with steeply rising hills either side.  At top & a fence, TR towards corner. 

1.2M  092 294  Here turn sharp R (CB:225), ignoring KG on L.  AH with hedge off to L & edge of steep coomb on R.  Pass bench & when path joins hedge, AH to KG in corner.  Thru KG into small thicket.  After 20m, at WM, BL to KG.  Thru KG & TL with fence on L.  At end of fence, AH on trk for 730m to rd.  (Caution - fast moving traffic.)  

2.0M  091 284   TL & in 115m, TR to pass LMG.  AH on trk for 1.1km, to X trk. TR, golf course on L.  In 350m at next X trk, TL (golf course - watch out for flying golf balls) 

2.9M  092 273  In 40m at WM, BR.  In 30m, at next WM, AH over fairway to gate.  Thru gate & uphill on path to gate.  Thru gate & AH with fence on R.  At corner of field, ignore KG & TL with fence on R, to T jnc.       
Do not follow short route which turns left here. 

3.5M  092 264   TR downhill with fence on R.  In 100m TL thru KG.  AH uphill (CB:225) , pass WM, up steps & thru KG.  AH on path with fence on L for 420m to gate.  Thru KG & in 5m ½L (CB:145) on path.  AH to join fence on L.  AH downhill & thru gap by disused KG. AH around field edge with hedge & large trees on R to reach a stony trk, TR.  AH for 500m to X trk.
4.6M  100 258   AH for 750m, passing barrier by house, to T jnt. TR on rd.  In 50m by telegraph pole, TL thru gap in hedge with fp sign, & go thru KG 

5.1M 105 252   X field ½L (CB:45) to go thru KG.  X (CB:60) ploughed field on path towards large tree.  Pass tree & AH towards hedge.  AH thru hedge to emerge in field with hedge on L.  AH 550m to corner thru gap to join a trk.  AH 180m to CP1 on R.                               
CP1    Cassel Memorial Hall - Lilley          GR: TL 118 262         6.1 miles
Opens  9.30           Closes  12.00

Leave CP & TR to rd.  X rd & TL.  In 50m, at fp sign, TR onto encl path.  Thru KG & keep fence on L.  At end of fence, AH to KG.  Thru KG & ½R(CB 100) to far R hand corner.  At corner, thru KG & at WM, TL.  AH hedge on L.  In corner thru KG, X trk and thru LMG.  AH with fence on L.  In corner thru KG & TR on encl trk.  At top of hill, at WM, BR on fp thru wood to T jnt .
Do not follow the short route which turns left here
7.1M  124 268   TR on trk.  In 220m AH on lane. In 200m, at bw sign (Little Offley), TL into field.  AH for 800m with hedge of R to X trk with WM, TR with hedge on L.  In 380m TL with hedge, pass WM & AH on encl gravel bw to rd, TL   In 520m at Little Offley House & Farm, AH along NO THRU RD.  In 50m pass LMG.  AH to WM at X trk, TR.

8.8M  134 282  Pass farm houses, pass LWG and join lane from R.  AH to pass LMG.  AH on poorly maintained lane for 1.2km, to lane.  TL on lane.  AH for 770m, passing LMG (maybe open), to rd.  
10.1M  135 301  X rd (with great care, fast moving traffic) to bw (Chiltern Cycleway/Icknield Way).  AH on bw with hedge R for 400m to T jnc with trk, TR with hedge on L and wood on R.  AH for 1.5km to rd.
11.4M   145 314    X rd (with care) into Great Green.  BL with rd to pass Motte & Bailey pub on your R.  TR into Crab Tree Lane.  Just before lamp post with fp sign attached, TL into Docklands.  At end of rd, TR between Nos. 4 & 5 & follow path round to CP2 at side entrance of Pirton Village Hall.     

CP2  Pirton Village Hall         GR: TL 146 317         11.7 miles    

Opens  10.30         Closes  13.30

TR out of side entrance of hall & AH thru barrier to rd where TL.   

The long route goes right here.
In 250m, at rd jnt, TL along Shillington Road.  In 150m, TR on fp between wooden barn with WM on side & conifer hedge.  Go thru KG & X field to go thru KG just L of far R field corner. 

12.1M   141 321   TR with hedge on R.  At field corner TL, still hedge on R. After 300m go R & L at next 2 corners – still hedge on R. After 500m at WM, TL between fields – to reach hedge on R.  After 300m at WM, X FB on R in field corner.    [Note: this is permissive bridge between Herts & Beds.]
12.8M    136 329    Bear ½L (CB:330) across ploughed field aiming just L of large tree to gap in field corner.  Thru gap & TL (hedge & ditch on L).  At field corner TR.  Follow hedge/ditch on L (later hedge on R) a further 600m, gradually bearing L.  Go thru bollards (ignore bw on R) to open grassy area, & AH on trk.  

After 250m, pass LMG and in 50m BR along pavement to rd.   X rd & TR.  In 60m TL into Church Street.  Where rd bends R, AH up hill (signed “churches”) passing church on your R.  
The long route joins here from right
When tarmac ends, AH down earth steps & onto grass trk.  AH on trk & over bridge to WM. In 50m TL thru KG.
14.3M    121 338        AH with fence on R.  At overgrown KG in corner, BR thru gap & AH to go thru another KG.  AH with stream on L, then also with fence on R. Go thru 2 KGs (first broken).  AH with fence on L.  Thru 2 more KGs to pass between fence & buildings, & along encl path to rd.

14.7M   119 332    X rd (with care) to trk opposite.   At end of trk, with fence/gate ahead, TL.  Follow path round to R.  AH on fp with high fence & later rail fence on R.  Over trk & AH with fence on R & stream/hedge on L.  At end of fence, AH thru gap, past WM, & follow field edge path round to L & R.  Pass WM. AH to end of hedge.

15.5M    112 324    TL to X bridge over ditch. ½R (CB:200) over field to WM & wooden bridge.  X bridge & TL on wide trk with ditch on L.  At WM at bend in wide trk, (on day only, by kind permission of P.X. Farms Ltd) TL with trk.  In 175m at trk T jnt, TR.  AH on trk, passing metal barrier, to rd.
The short route joins here from left.

16.4M    108 311   At rd, AH.  BL with rd into Hexton village. At rd jnt, signposted Higham Gobion, (before Raven Public House), TR.  In 125m, at fp sign, ½L (CB:320) on path across field to X FB.  
16.9M    103 311   AH on fp, becoming grassy trk, with hedge on L & fields on R for 900m. Ignore any gaps in hedge.  At far end of hedge, TL with trk, & in 70m TR, now with hedge initially on R.  AH for 500m to reach hedge.  BL with hedge on R.  
18.0M     087 311   In corner, TL with house gardens on R.  After 60m, X FB. AH on encl fp to rd, TL.   In 500m, when pavement starts on R, X rd & follow path round to R into Hexton Rd.  Stay on pavement for 300m & TR into:      

BARTON-LE-CLAY VILLAGE HALL &  FINISH     Total   18.5 miles
Now rest & have something to eat before driving home.
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