THE LONG DISTANCE WALKERS ASSOCIATION
 BEDS BUCKS & NORTHANTS GROUP

THE HOLY HOBBLE

5th/6th July 2008

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

ABBREVIATIONS:
L=Left 
R=Right
TL=Turn Left
TR =Turn Right 
FR=Fork Right
FL=Fork Left
Ahd=Ahead
X=Cross/Across     Rd=Road

FP=Footpath
FPS=Footpath Sign     
BW=Bridleway 
Trk=Track
FB=Footbridge Junc=Junction
WMP=Waymark Post
WM=Waymark 
SP=Sign Post
KG=Kissing Gate LH=Left Hand
RH=Right Hand
CB=Compass Bearing


GREAT LINFORD MEMORIAL HALL TO COSGROVE  (Distance 9.9 miles)

1.
Start from green outside Hall. TR onto drive. At yellow posts, TR on tarmac path towards further yellow posts. TR & in 10m TL, X Rd onto path & ahd to village green. At village green, DO NOT X but TR on path, past seat & cricket pavilion on your R. At 2nd lamppost after cricket pavilion, TR on enclosed path, ending in Solar Court. Ahd to posts, where TR. Ahd to T-junc at end of Woad Lane & TL into High Street. Ahd on path/Rd for100m until reaching SP (“The Green”), where TR thru 3 metal posts & ahd on tarmac path. At next junc, FR for 320m, ignoring paths to L & R. In front of house No 3, FL to Rd. (GR 853 415)
2.
X Rd & ahd on tarmac path (BW), & thru underpass ("Neath Hill"). Follow path thru 2nd underpass ("Linford Wood"), where TL onto tarmac path. Just before Rd, TR thru yellow posts onto dirt trk (BW). X Capital Drive, X Foxhunter Drive & ahd into wood for 25m, then TR on tarmac path for 120m to SP ("Heelands/Bradwell Common"). TL then immediately TR at Linford Wood sign, with pond & seat on R. Pass 2nd seat on your R. FR at low marker post ("Neath Hill") & ahd. Pass 2 seats on your L. At X-ing dirt horse trail, TL & ahd X all tarmac paths until out of wood. TR on tarmac path along edge of wood. At X-path TL (SP "Newport Pagnell") & thru underpass ("Conniburrow"). Ignore first 2 paths immediately to your L, then FL. (GR 848 398)
3.
Ahd X 3 minor Rds & ahd thru houses (Carlina Place). X further 2 minor Rds & ahd, with houses on L, to T-junc, where TR. After 90m, just before facing houses, TL thru 2 yellow posts & over FB. Ahd on "footway" thru parking area. At end, TR. X North 8th St &, at far end of wall (North Row), TL. At flagpoles, TR & ahd thru underpass. Immediately TL thru adjacent underpass. Ahd, then bear R to Milton Keynes Church of Christ the Cornerstone (20thC) on R. (GR 851 388)

4.
Ahd past Church to end of car park. TR down Midsummer Boulevard.  Pass Acorn House (Citizens Advice Bureau sign) & thru 1st underpass. Ahd, past Wetherspoons & thru 2nd underpass. Ahd (former National Hockey Stadium/MK Dons stadium in distance on R) & thru 3rd underpass, emerging in front of MK Central Railway Station (where scenes for Superman IV were filmed). Head towards far L of station & La Hind Indian Restaurant sign. (GR 843 380)

5.
Go under La Hind sign & X bridge over railway line & A5. At end of bridge, TR on tarmac path for 160m. At 1st junc, TR (Linscelade Grove).  Pass Ardys Ct, Crane Ct & follow Rd round to L. Pass Bignell Croft & X Bradwell Rd. Just after gate, with "Private Paddock" sign on R, (Lucy Lane on your L), TR onto path at low green sign ("Loughton Valley Park/Loughton Village"). X FB over stream & at SP ("Lodge Lake/Bradwell Abbey") ahd towards Rd bridge. Go under Rd bridge. Trk bends L, then TR over FB by SP ("Bradwell Abbey/Bancroft"). Straight on over rise. TR over FB & follow tarmac path, passing new houses on your R, to X-trk.   TL on trk to reach junc with tarmac path.  (GR 832 385)
6.
TL & head towards Rd bridge. At SP ("Bradwell Abbey/Bradwell Village"), TR under Rd bridge. TL over FB, then immediately R on tarmac path &, in 300m, thru underpass (A5).  At SP ("Bradwell Abbey/Bancroft"), ahd on tarmac path. At path T-junc, TR on tarmac path ("Bradwell Village/Bancroft") & under railway bridge.  Bear L, with stream on L. TL over next FB ("Bradwell Abbey/Stacey Bushes"). Immediately after bridge, TR on unmade path, stream on R. Under Rd bridge & pass the (in)famous Concrete Cows on your L. Follow path round paddock. Follow path to X-ing tarmac path (site of Roman Villa on R). (GR 827 403)
7.
Ahd on sandy trk. Trk soon bears R downhill (Petanque court on L). Ahd downhill on path. X FB, TL & under Rd bridge. At SP on L, FR on sandy trk, with hedge on R & trees on L. Follow trk round to L. Ahd on trk, with fence on R, wood on L & windmill in distance on R. At X-track, TR onto tarmac path. At low wooden posts on R, ½R X grass & TL on tarmac path alongside Rd, towards concrete bridge. Under bridge & ahd under 2nd bridge (aqueduct). At 2nd lamppost after aqueduct, TL onto tarmac path & ahd on path to canal. (GR 828 410)

8.
TR & ahd, with canal on L.  Ahd along canal for 4km (passing rail murals on your L, thru WOLVERTON & over iron trunk aqueduct) to Cosgrove Lock No. 21 on L. Ahd, with canal on L, thru COSGROVE.  Pass building with information board (drinking water tap on building) & then seat on your R. Ahd on towpath to bridge.  Bear R up onto Rd. TL over bridge & follow Rd thru village to village green, telephone box & CP1. 
(GR 791 426)
CHECKPOINT 1 COSGROVE VILLAGE GREEN (Open 12.00 pm - 2.15 pm) 
GR 791 426 Cumulative Distance 9.9 miles
COSGROVE TO HARTWELL (Distance 6.6 miles)

9.
From CP, head down Rd (The Stocks) towards white building, with Barley Mow PH on L. From Barley Mow, head thru tunnel under canal. Ahd along Rd to Cosgrove Park sign & TR for 30m to FPS, Caravan Park & Camping Site.  Bear L towards Cosgrove Lodge Hotel.  Just before LH entrance gate pillar, TL over stile. Keep to L of field. At corner, follow wooden fence on L to minor Rd.  X Rd & thru KG into field. CB60, heading R of tower in distance. X earth bridge in line of trees, then head L CB6, towards trees. At start of wooden fence, thru KG (if you hit the river, then TL & head towards fence & thru KG). TR on FP & over  FB.  Follow FP round to R, over stream & thru KG. CB342 towards visible gated FB. X FB & ahd along L of field, with river on L. Pass weirs & X stile by green gate. (GR 795 435)
10.
X field CB310 on FP. At next green gate, X stile & ahd, & at 3rd green gate, X stile onto Rd. TR for 15m, & at white speed markers on Rd, TL & X FB & stile into field. CB345 (towards clump of trees in front of red tiled roof) for 550m, with river on L. Thru green gate in L corner of field, & TR onto concrete trk.  Pass thru animal pens to T-junc, where TL onto concrete/tarmac trk.  Ahd for 1.5km, passing Milford Leys Farm on your L & Milford Leys cottage on your R, to Lincoln Lodge on your R.  Follow concrete trk, swinging R & L.  Ahd on concrete trk, with pond on R. (GR 781 458)
11.
At RH bend in trk, ahd X field CB337, towards hedge & tree line. Thru 2 sets of gates, & ahd on FP, with hedge on R & fence on L. At end of hedge, X field CB349.  Ahd, with barbed wire fence on  L. Thru gap in hedge & ahd, with hedge on L. At end of hedge, bear ½R to gate & thru onto trk, where TL for 10m.  Ahd on Rd, with farm buildings on L, to FPS.  TR thru gate into field, heading towards tunnel. Thru tunnel, thru gate & ahd, with hedge & fence on L. At corner of field, TL over FB into field. X field diagonally L, towards stile in corner. (GR 778 481)
12. 
X stile, X FB & ahd, with railway line on L. At corner of field, TR, with hedge on L, & then TL at WM, thru trees. TL & ahd, with trees & railway line on L. At end of field (by hidden bridge), TR in same field & ahd down, with hedge/tree line on L. Ahd thru gap into next field, with tree line on L. At bottom of field, X FB over stream.  Ahd, with hedge on L to end of field.  Ahd on enclosed FP.  Ahd on tarmac Rd passing ‘The Folly’ on your L.  As Rd bends R, by ‘The Firs’ on R, keep ahd CB10 towards light stone coloured building.  X stile to R of building, & ahd. Take 1st turning on R, & up tarmac FP, thru barriers to Rd.  Follow estate Rd R to Rd. TL & ahd, with Rose & Crown PH on R, to T-junc, where TR (signed “Newport Pagnell”).  Ahd on pavement, passing Conservative Club & Post Office on your R. TR into School Lane, passing school on your R. Ahd to end of Rd & at BW sign on R, TL into Hartwell Community Centre & CP2. (GR 789 504)
CHECKPOINT 2 HARTWELL COMMUNITY CENTRE (Open 1.15 pm - 5.00 pm)
GR 789 504 Cumulative Distance 16.5 miles

HARTWELL TO BRAFIELD-ON-THE-GREEN  (Distance 8 miles)

13.
Retrace steps out of CP & TL at BW sign.  Ahd, with field soon on L, following hedge on R.  At end of field, thru gap & TL, with hedge on L.  Follow path to wooden bridge, X & into wood.  FL & follow path, with stream & edge of wood on L. Follow path to junc, with wooden fence ahead, & TL along concrete track to Rd.  TR & ahd under bridge.  After 50m, TL thru gateway. Immediately TR on FP thru wood.  Ahd on this main path to Rd.  X Rd & ahd on main trk for 800m, ignoring all turnings on L & R, until you reach a picnic bench on L.  Bear R with trk.  Ahd on main trk as it bears L, & eventually pass thru barrier & car park to Rd.  X Rd.  Ahd on trk opposite for 1.9km, ignoring all turnings on L & R, to X trks, with information post No 4 on R.  Ahd to exit wood at WM. 
(GR 805 529)
14.
Ahd on BW, with hedge on both sides. Ahd over X trk, with hedge & buildings on L. X railway bridge & ahd on trk. Emerge onto tarmac Rd, with farm buildings & semi-detached houses on L.   Ahd into PIDDINGTON.  Pass Spread Eagle PH on your L.  TR into Church Rd.  Ahd to end of Church Rd & ahd on tarmac FP, thru metal barriers. Ahd, with allotments on L, thru metal posts, & at T-junc TR.  X bridge over stream.  Ahd on trk, with village hall on L. Ahd up lane between buildings to telegraph pole, where ahd to Rd.  (HACKLETON GR 807 551)
15.
X Rd & up Lucas Lane. At end of houses, at FPS, X field diagonally R. At RH corner of field, thru gap in hedge, X FB, X stile.  X field diagonally R CB70 & X stile.  Thru small thicket.  X field diagonally L CB60 on well-defined FP. Thru gap in hedge, & TL. Ignore trk L leading to farm, & ahd for 1K, with hedge on L. At WMP, thru gap & TR.  Ahd on wide grassy track & thru gate. Ahd along RH side of field, with Northampton Stadium on R. Thru metal gate to Rd.  (GR 820 563)

16.
TL on Rd (TAKE CARE).  At end of wood, at FPS, TR.  Ahd, with wood then hedge on R. At trk, TL & follow trk round building, with hedge on R.  Ahd on trk & thru gate, or X stile to R of gate. Ahd (CB340) towards barns.  Thru gate to L of barns, & ahd thru next gate into field & ahd, with hedge on L. Ahd thru metal gate & ahd, with hedge & ditch on L. At corner of field, follow trk round to R & then L, thru gap, with hedge on L. Ahd on trk, eventually water tower & houses on L, & on to white gate. X main Rd (TAKE CARE) & ahd along Church Lane.  FL at village green, with stone wall on L. Ahd to Sargeant Memorial Hall where TL into CP3. (GR 822 589)
CHECKPOINT 3 BRAFIELD-ON-THE-GREEN MEMORIAL HALL 
Open 2.50 pm. - 8.15 pm GR 822 589 Cumulative Distance 24.5 miles

BRAFIELD-ON-THE-GREEN TO EARLS BARTON (Distance 5.2 miles)

17.
Exit CP & TL, with "School" sign on L, & ahd up lane. Thru gate into churchyard, keeping church on R. Out thru gate & TR  thru wooden posts & ahd, keeping churchyard on R. Ahd, with fence & farm on R.  Follow trk round to L, with hedge on R.  Follow trk round to R, with hedge on R.  Keep on trk, as it bends to L then R, now with hedge on L. At junc, TL downhill, with hedge on L, heading towards pylons. Ahd under overhead wires & thru metal gate. Ahd on FP over FB (ignore gate on R). Ahd uphill on trk & thru gate. Ahd, past buildings on L, to X-rds, with Royal Oak PH on R.  X Rd into Church Street.  Ahd thru village (COGENHOE) & FR at village green down Mill Lane. (GR 831 610)
18.
Where Rd turns R, ahd, with wall on L & house on R. Ahd past No. 5, down alley & thru KG. Down hill, with line of telegraph poles on L, to KG. Thru KG, X wooden bridge & ahd.  Pass Mill on your R & thru caravan park, over 3 bridges & R thru gate. Ahd 15m to go thru fence, then diagonally L CB30 towards 18thC packhorse bridge. Thru gate, over packhorse bridge & ahd on trk. At X trk, cont ahd over 2 bridges.  Ahd over X trks. Where trk bends R by large concrete blocks, take LH fork. Just before dual carriageway, TL uphill thru barrier, TR & X bridge over dual carriageway (A45). 
(GR 828 626)
19.
Ahd on Rd for 400m. TL over stile at FPS & up RH side field, towards stile. X stile. CB345 towards next stile. Please do not walk over cricket square. X stile, ahd towards gate & thru KG (ECTON).  Immediately TR down alley, with "High Street" sign, between two stone walls. At end of alleyway, TR along Rd. At first junc, TL (Barton Fields). At end, thru KG & ahd, with iron railings on L, (Ecton Hall on L in distance). Thru KG (70m R of field corner). Ahd on defined path thru field. Thru gap in hedge & ahd on defined path. Thru gap in next hedge to farm trk. (GR 838 636)

20.
X farm trk & ahd on well-defined path. Through gate, over FB & ahd along path, with wood & fence on R. Thru broken gate & KG. X field CB80, with telegraph pole on L heading towards gate. Thru 2 small wooden gates, X Rd (CAUTION) & TL. At West Street, TR into EARLS BARTON.  Ahd along LHS of Rd, passing the Boot PH on your L. Ahd, with railings on R, then The Square sign on L. TL thru church gate, with 10thC tower & Church on L. Just past main Church entrance, FL on path.  At junc TL & R thru gateway, then TR into Earls Barton All Saints Church Hall & CP4. (GR 852 638)
CHECKPOINT 4 EARLS BARTON ALL SAINTS CHURCH HALL
Open 3.50 pm. - 10.15 pm GR 852 638 Cumulative Distance 29.7 miles

EARLS BARTON TO YARDLEY HASTINGS (Distance 5.5 miles)

21.
Leave CP down drive to Rd.  TR, then over X-Rds & ahd down RH side of Station Rd for 400m.  TR between Nos. 98A & l00 (opposite Dowthorpe Hill).  TL on FP, with garages on L. After 50m at WMP, TR on narrow enclosed FP. Follow FP L, with fence on R.  Pass broken stile & ahd into field.  Follow RH edge of field for approx l00m.  TR over FB.  X field diagonally L CB260 towards gate. X stile by gate & X Rd.  Ahd for 20m & TL before white gate, along enclosed FP.  Ahd on FB over A45. Ahd on FP to join trk coming in from L.  Ahd into field.  X field diagonally R CB230. At corner of field, TL thru gate & ahd on FP, with hedge on R.  X FB.  Ahd on FP to X next FB.  X lock & ahd X field on BW. Thru gate by signpost, X Rd & ahd on Rd opposite, thru village (WHISTON), passing village hall & small green on your L.  (GR 849 608)
22.
Ahd on Rd, to pass junc on your L, & out of village & uphill. Where Rd bends sharp L, TR onto public BW & thru gate. Ahd on BW X-ing small ford. Ahd for 110m to WMP (“Northampton Round”), where TL on narrow FP.   X bridge (with care, handrail on R only) & up steps. At field, TR along field edge.  TL with path CB130, passing lone tree on your R, to Rd.  X RD, thru gate & ahd, with hedge on L, then new plantation on L. Thru wood & ahd in same direction, with hedge on R.  At farm buildings, TR along trk. Ahd on Rd, passing houses on your R & L. Ahd to T-junc.  X Rd & X stile opposite.  Ahd X field CB150 on FP (vague & indistinct), X earth bridge to WMP. Ahd, with trees on R. At corner of field, TR between trees, & TL over stile (over barbed wire fence).  CB160 across grass to tarmac trk (Castle Ashby on L at bottom of avenue). TR along trk for 275m to brow of hill, then TL to stile with WMP.   (GR 858 576)
23.
X stile & ahd, with hedge on L.  At end of field TR, with hedge on L. TL thru gate. CB120, eventually reaching double poles with transformer, & thru KG. Immediately before wooden posts, TR on enclosed FP, ahd between houses & TL at T-junc.  TR at small village green.  Pass telephone kiosk & FR along Northampton Rd, pass Rose & Crown PH on your R, to Yardley Hastings Village Hall & CP 5. (GR 864 568)
CHECKPOINT 5 YARDLEY HASTINGS VILLAGE HALL
Open 4.50 pm - 12.25 am  GR 864 568
Cumulative Distance 35.2 miles

YARDLEY HASTINGS TO HARROLD (Distance 7.1 miles)

24.
Leave hall & go through hedge ahead.  TL down tarmac FP.  Pass thru play area to gate. Thru gate & TL, with main Rd (A428) on R.  Ahd, passing Yardley Hastings Post Office Stores on your R.  Ahd up main Rd & at end of buildings on R, TL over hidden stile by gate.  Ahd along L edge of 3 fields, with hedge on L.  At corner, TR up field, with hedge on L. At corner, X stile & ahd, with fence on L.  At fence corner, CB90 towards stile in hedge.  X stile & ahd CB70, along well-defined FP in field to corner. Thru gap in hedge on L & in 10m, X earth bridge over ditch, X trk, & CB80 uphill, heading towards hedge & then ahd, with hedge on R, along field to WMP. (GR 878 569)
25.
TL, CB360 heading towards wood.  At wood, TR, with wood on L.  Ahd thru gap, still with wood on L. At corner, X FB.  Ahd, now with hedge on L.  X FB & ahd, with hedge on L.  Follow path round stone wall & derelict building on L, & ahd under pylon line.  Ahd on FP keeping hedge on L. At corner of field, ahd over  FB, with hedge on R.  X FB & ahd to corner of field.  TR over stile by blue gate & ahd up trk, with wood on L. At end of wood, ahd, with hedge on L.  At field corner thru KG & ahd X field CB160 (no defined trk).  X tarmac drive & ahd CB180 (no defined trk), to gap in hedge. Thru gap at FPS, & ahd in same direction, heading towards double telegraph poles. At WMP, ahd thru hedge & TL, with hedge on L, to gate.  Go thru gap on R of gate to Rd.  (GR 901 561)
26.
(Please note some paths walked in this paragraph are not rights of way – we have been given the kind permission of the farmer to use them for the event only)

X A509 with extreme care. TR for 20m & then TL at FPS & ahd to X stile. Ahd to pass broken stile. Ahd for 20m, with hedge on L, then TR with hedge, then farm building, on R for  approx 80m to gravel area, where TL CB90 to marker post on R.  Ahd downhill on trk, with ditch & single large tree on R.  At WM, ignore FB ahead, & TL on trk, with ditch on R, for approx 100m.  TR & X earth bridge.  TL immediately CB20, with ditch now on L.  At corner TR up hill, with hedge then wood on L.  Ahd, with wood on L, to hidden marker post on L (barbed wire ahead). TL on BW into wood & ahd on distinct path (Three Shires Way) to WMP at end of wood. (GR 911 561)   
27.
Ahd 15m, TR thru gap, X earth bridge & TR along trk, with wood on R.  After 450m, TR thru first gap in trees & immediately TL, with trees & brook on L. Thru gap & ahd in same direction.  At X-ing trk, dogleg R and L to take trk CB74 heading uphill, with hedge on L, soon to become tarmac trk. Ahd 700m to Junc (Middle Farm on R).  Ahd on Rd 1.5K to reach houses.  Ahd 150m to junc & thru gate ahead into field. Ahd to L corner of field  & thru KG onto enclosed FP to Rd.  Ahd to High Street.  TL and ahd, passing Harrold Chapel United Reform Church on your L, & just past Oakley Arms PH, ahd into Harrold Institute & CP6. (GR 949 569)

CHECKPOINT 6 HARROLD INSTITUTE Open 6.25 pm - 3.35 am 
GR 949 569 Cumulative Distance 42.3 miles

HARROLD TO CLIFTON REYNES (Distance 6.4 miles)

28. Leave checkpoint & TL down main Rd.  TR at village green & FL, with Bandstand on L. Ahd between houses. Ahd on enclosed  FP & ahd  towards churchyard. Go thru KG by lychgate & ahd thru churchyard.  Thru gap in wall & FR to KG . Thru KG to RD.  TR to traffic lights & ahd over narrow bridge.  TAKE GREAT CARE.  Ahd on raised FP to end, then TR for 20m & TL by metal gate & ahd along LH edge of field. In 2nd field, ahd 100m to WM.  TL thru KG.  X field R (CB180) & thru KG.  Ahd (CB190) thru allotments to metal gate.  Thru gate to RD. (CARLTON GR 953 557).
29. X Rd & TR.  At first junc, TL into RECTORY CLOSE.  In 50m, TR into cul-de-sac & thru alleyway between houses nos. 8 & 10. At end, TL, X Rd, ahd then TR between houses. Pass thru barriers to Rd.  TL, & after 25m (Street Close on L), TR thru archway after house no.16c. Ahd to garage on R & wooden fence on L. Ahd, then TL, & after 5m, TR onto FP, with barbed wire fence on R.  Follow FP round to R & X stile. Ahd thru 3 KGs then TL (CB150) & thru KG. TR to WMP in corner, TL with hedge on R to KG by church wall & ahd to Rd.  X Rd & TR on grass verge.  After 60m, TL at FPS & immediately R thru KG.  TL, with hedge on L. (You now follow the Ouse Valley Way until Clifton Reynes.) At field corner, TR for 30m to go thru KG on L.  X field CB185 to X FB & thru KG (bridge is 30m to R of hedge gap). X next field CB220 to go thru KG & ahd to KG & FB in corner of next field. X trk & next field CB220 to yellow marker post.  At marker post, TL X field CB190, on grass FP.  X trk & FB & ahd X field CB210.  X stream, then ahd thru gate into playing field. Ahd X playing field to gate.  Thru gate & ahd along Rd to T-junc. (TURVEY GR 943 528)

30. TR, passing school on your R, to next T-junc. TL on pavement & ahd to T-junc (A428).  TR, passing Celtic cross and Three Cranes PH on your R, to T-junc with main Rd.  TURVEY GR 941 524. TR along main Rd passing Ye Three Fyshes PH on your L.  X bridge over River Ouse & into Bucks county.  X Rd, WITH EXTREME CARE, when safe. 160m after COLD BRAYFIELD sign (ignore 1st track on L), immediately before low ivy covered wall, TL on BW & thru gate with FPS.  Ahd, with woods on R.  Ahd thru 2 gates & avenue of trees. (Views of Brayfield House on R). Thru next gate & follow raised path to X various bridges (over River Ouse) and gates, eventually emerging onto Rd at gate with church on L (NEWTON BLOSSOMVILLE) GR 925 515. Ahd on Rd to T-junc where TR and cont thru village, passing the OLD MILL on your R & phone box on your L. Just after last house on R, & at LH  bend, with Newton Blossomville sign,  BR onto BW.  Ahd, with hedge on R, passing under power lines.  At T-junc, TR on wide grassed BW.  After 60m,  ½L to meet & X gravel farm track to FPS, ahd on FP, with hedge & ditch on R (Ouse Valley Way). At end of field, X FB on R.  X corner of field to X next FB in hedge & into field. X field CB300 to meet Rd. TL on Rd to T-junc at Robin Hood PH & CP7.  (CLIFTON REYNES GR 904 513)  

CHECKPOINT 7 CLIFTON REYNES (ROBIN HOOD PUB) Open 7.45pm to 6.20 am

GR 904513 Cumulative Distance 48.7 miles

CLIFTON REYNES TO SHERINGTON (Distance 4.7 miles)

31. Exit CP & TL. Follow Rd thru village, passing telephone box on your L, to church. TL, with Rd, up hill to join trk. After 50m TR thru KG, to X field CB200 on indistinct then clearer path later.  X stile & ahd, with hedge on L, for 130m to stile on L. (Do not X stile)  BR down hill on defined path CB230  to meet hedge on R.  Keep to L, with hedge on R & join path, coming in from R, to reach gate. Thru gate & follow raised path, bending to L, passing disused pits on your R, then bending round to R & eventually thru gate onto Rd.  X Rd & TL, WITH CARE, for 220m to FPS.  TR  to X field CB170.  X FB & ahd thru next field CB170. Thru gap in hedge, X bridge & ahd on track, with hedge on R. Thru gap to L of gate to Rd. (GR 902 493)
32. TR on Rd for 540m to take 1st turning L, signed on L to PETSOE END.  Ahd for 560m, thru PETSOE END, to FPS and gate. Thru gate & ahd on grassy trk.  After metal gate on L, trk narrows between thick hedges.  X earth bridge &, at path T-junc, TL.  X stile & ahd, with hedge on L, to field corner.  BEWARE AT NIGHT, THIS FIELD CORNER IS FORMED BY THE JUNCTION OF ELECTRIC FENCES. THERE WILL BE A WIRE FENCE IN FRONT OF YOU. TL over stile & ahd CB32.  X FB, with metal handrail, & TR, with hedge on R.  Ahd for 175m, then TR over FB, with metal handrail.  BL CB125 uphill to WMP at wood corner.  BR, with wood on R.  At end of wood, by WMP, TR, thru corner of wood, to WMP in field. (GR 907 480)
33. TL, with hedge on L.  At hedge corner by WMP on L, X field CB130, passing lone tree stump on your R. At next hedge corner, TR on grassy trk, with WMP & hedge on L.  Ahd thru gap & in 60m at WMP, TR CB230 &, in 20m, X concrete area to WMP. X field CB230 to marker post in far R hand corner.  Ahd to meet ditch, then hedge, on R.  Ahd on well defined path, with hedge on R, turning R then L to WMP on R, that is 10m before lone tree.  TR & X FB.  X field CB250, to pass under telegraph wires.  Ahd, with hedge on R, passing GOWLES FARM.  Ahd on tarmac drive for 570m, to X bridge over A509.  Ahd to houses on R & TL past garages to CP8. (GR 896 465)
CHECKPOINT 8 SHERINGTON SPORTS PAVILION Open 8.30 pm – 8.05 am
GR896465 Cumulative Distance 53.4 miles

SHERINGTON TO GREAT LINFORD (Distance 8.2 miles)

34. 
Retrace steps, past garages, to Rd & TL down Rd.  At junc (Bedford Rd), ahd for 650m (X School Lane) to X Carters Close. In 30m, at cycleway sign, bear R along tarmac path to reach main Rd. X Rd & TR. Immediately after bungalow No. 3, at FPS, TL between houses. Thru KG & ahd, with wooden fence on L.  At end of fence, go thru double gates.  Ahd, with hedge on R. At end of hedge TR & in 10m TL X field CB210, following line of telegraph poles. At end of field, X fence & FB.  X trk & X stile.  Ahd, with hedge on R.  At corner of field, X stile. ½L across drive & X further stile. TL, with fence on L.  X stile by gate.  X field CB165 & X stile just to L of telegraph pole.  X fence & FB in corner to Rd. (GR 884 454)

35.
TR on Rd for 450m to FPS.  TR thru wide gap.  Ahd X field on FP CB290.  X wide concrete area to main Rd.  X Rd (TAKE CARE) & TR (LATHBURY).  At telephone box, TL along Church Lane for 250m to FPS & circular walk WM. TR thru gate on enclosed FP. Thru gate & ahd thru next gate (circular walk WM).  Ahd with fence on L. At fence corner TL to follow grass trk for 1km, round edge of large field, with fence/hedge on L, to FPS at end of field.  Thru wooden gate to farm Rd. (GR 867 459)

36.
TL on farm Rd.  Pass buildings &, where drive turns left into farm, ahd on enclosed grass FP. Thru metal gate & TL thru farmyard.  At end, ahd down steps & X stile. Ahd, hedge on L. At end of field, thru gap & TR on wide rutted trk. At end of fence on R, do not follow path, which swings R to pass silage, but CB210 on FP to stile by gate.  X stile & ahd X field CB210 (no defined trk).  X stile & ahd, keeping wire fence on R, to stony trk.  (GR 854 452)

37.
TR on stony trk for 65m to WMP by gate on L. TL thru gate & ahd on LH edge of field.  After 300m leave field & BL past WMP, dipping down & through woods on trk passing under M1. Ahd & thru KG by gate.  X field CB240 to far RH corner & FPS by stile. X stile & CB260, soon join wire fence on R, to FPS. X stile by gate to Rd.  TL on Rd (walk on verge), for 550m to junc. TL at junc ("Newport Pagnell 2" sign). (LITTLE LINFORD GR 842 444)

38.
Ahd 700m to FPS on R (old stone pillar on L).  X stile. X small stony area, ahd thru gap in RH corner & ahd on FP.  Ahd at wooden marker post, ahd over X-ing trk & X stile by metal gate. Keep to main grass trk between lakes. Ahd towards marker post & stile.  X stile & CB240, heading towards next stile. X stile, X trk, X stile & ahd on enclosed FP. X stile & ahd to stile in hedge ahead. X stile & X field CB270.  X stile & TR, with fence on R, downhill & thru gateway. ½L, CB275, keeping lone tree on your R, to FPS by Rd. (GR 838 436)
39.
TL thru gate & ahd on Rd, with buildings on R.  X bridge over River Ouse, thru gate & ahd on concrete (later tarmac) Rd for 1.8km (pass ruined Stanton Low church on your R) to gate.  Thru gate, X cattle grid & ahd to canal. Ahd, with canal on R.  Leave Rd (at last) & ahd on towpath under Rd bridge.  Pass Black Horse PH on your L.  Under metal bridge & at SP ("New Bradwell 1¾ miles"), TL up steps.  At top of steps, TL on tarmac trk (old railway) & X bridge over canal.  Take 1st turn L back down to canal.  TR on tarmac path, initially next to canal on L.  Ahd on tarmac path, passing group of large stones on your R. Thru wooden gateway (yellow post in middle) & ahd on path.  At next junc, by cycle WMP, TL.  Ahd over X-path & ahd thru gap in wall (yellow post in middle).  Ahd thru double gates, TR to Great Linford Memorial Hall & the FINISH. (GR 854 423)

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 61.6 MILES
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