Interest walk 2 mile 2023

PLEASE TAKE GREAT CARE WHEN CROSSING EACH AND EVERY ROAD 

HOWEVER MINOR THEY MAY SEEM.
WARNING  Follow this route description very carefully. DO NOT follow others as routes cross paths many times. You only have a 1 in 6 chance of them being on YOUR route.
Leave HQ down steps & turn left to road. Cross road & turn right then turn left into ICKNIELD CLOSE using right hand pavement. Just after house No. 18 on right, turn right onto footpath passing 'Jack in the Box' preschool & Scout HQ on right.

At end of road by Pack Horse pub, turn right to pass a terrace of cottages on right called Coldharbour. These buildings are shown on maps as far back as 1620 & were accommodation for travellers on one of the oldest drovers routes in Britain. The cottages were said to have been given to Anne Boleyn as a wedding gift from Henry VIII

Cross road using island just past shops set back on right & head around Clock Tower building into HIGH STREET. This clock tower was built in the 1800s as a gift to the local community. It also once housed the parish fire engine.

At The Old School which was built in 1869 to aid & educated the children of the lower classes, turn left onto an enclosed footpath signed HERON PATH which forms part of The Ridgeway long distance path from Avebury to Ivinghoe. Continue along HERON PATH gaining a field & dog poo bin on  right & then a stream on left.

Continue with stream on left & follow the path over a cross paths with Wendover Community Orchard on right. Keep ahead until you arrive at a green gate where you follow path round to  right leaving the stream. Keep ahead to very end of this path with Hampden Pond conservation area on  right & St Mary's Church lychgate ahead. This 13th century church has been refurbished many times in its life & boasts graffiti said to be from Cromwell's troops etched on the eastern internal columns.

Turn right along CHURCH LANE keeping pond to your right. At main road turn right on pavement to  Chiltern Cycleway Link sign near old Baptist Church, now dwellings. The original meetings were held here in 2 cottages in 1640 before the chapel was built in 1735 here on land owned by John Hampden.

Turn right down CHAPLE LANE with children's playground on right & keep ahead to cross river at  Bucksbridge House on your left. The house has stood since 1620 & has been owned by the Stace family for most of its life.

Continue on rough path to emerge onto HALE ROAD. Turn left passing house No. 12 on left. Follow pavement up to a road called HAZELDENE where it ends. Cross HALE ROAD with great care to its right hand side & continue ahead in single file on road until you can cross again to rejoin the path just past Paradise House on left. This 18th century building still displays the Sun Fire Insurance plaque which includes cover for the next door kiln, barn & malthouse. As you pass this house, look left for The Watermill which was noted in the Doomsday Book. The Mill last worked in 1923 after which it was converted into a house. Continue to the end of HALE ROAD.
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Here, look to your right for Bank Farm House, parts of which are thought to form the oldest dwelling in town. There are examples of 'Pitt windows' which were bricked up to save paying the Window Tax introduced by William Pitt. Turn left on TRING ROAD towards roundabout. At clock tower, turn right to cross TRING ROAD using island keeping ahead along AYLESBURY ROAD. Pass The George & Dragon pub on right. This establishment seems to have been trading since 1578 when its rent was used to help the poor of the parish. 
Continue ahead passing The Red House on right where Drs Diana & Colin Riley used to practice. Dr Diana was a consultant Psychiatrist who worked at one of the first mother and baby mental health units in the country. Dr Colin was one of the youngest RAF Squadron Leaders who worked in obstetrics in the hospital at RAF Halton. 
Again look for the Sun Fire Insurance insignia on The Old House on right. Also worth a note is the brick & flint wall along bordering The Grange. The flint has been dated to be from the 17th century.

At roundabout, turn right onto Wharf Road & cross to left hand pavement. Continue ahead to pass The Wendover Arm of The Grand Union Canal. At the entrance to the school's car parking areas, cross the road to the far pavement, turn left then turn right to go up the steps into the Memorial Hall and 

THE FINISH
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