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Red Rose 100 – Stage 12
Hurst Green – Mellor Brook   8.3 miles, 551 ft ascent
12.1 Leave checkpoint and return to road.  Go L and pass Bayley Arms.  In 350yds reach war memorial on your L.  Pass & reach T junction with Shireburn Arms directly opposite.  Turn R and immediately after pub go L down bridleway sign posted Lambing Clough Lane.  (SD685379)

12.2 Follow tarmac bridleway for quarter mile and leave tarmac as it bears L into Lambing Clough Farm.  Ahead on good track for a further half mile crossing 3 cattle grids to reach Clough House Farm.  You are now on the Ribble Way and will remain so for the next 2 miles.  Pass through farmyard.  Shortly after this the track bears R (ignore FP alongside wood directly ahead – if you shortly reach bridge you have gone wrong way) uphill to field.  Across field (B280) passing large tree.   At gates pass Ribble Way sign with fence on L to further gate with stile on L.  AH to further gate (stile 5yds to R) and then ahead with hedge on your L and descend to footbridge. (SD681367)
12.3 Cross footbridge and across field to corner (B280) to gate in top corner ( if dark follow fence on your R to gate in corner).  Through gate and turn R at farm road and in 10yds go L through gate (do not cross cattle grid).  Go half L across field (B205) to gate.  Continue in same direction across next field (you may have to veer L to avoid some marshy ground).  At gate veer R following Ribble Way sign uphill (B240).  At fence corner rejoin fence and descend towards river with fence on R to reach stile waymarked Ribble Way.  (SD674362)
12.4 Into woods with river on your L.  There are several trods to follow but all lead in same general direction.  In 400yds, shortly after river takes a L hand turn reach and cross footbridge to ladder stile.  Cross and river soon reappears on your L.  After 650yds reach Dewhurst House Farm.  At end of wooden fence turn R (fence still on R) to reach farm road.  Turn L and follow to Ribchester Bridge.  (SD662357)

12.5 Leave Ribble Way at this point and turn L over bridge.  PROCEED WITH CARE OVER THE BRIDGE, THERE IS NO FOOTPATH.  At end of bridge follow B6245 as it turns R towards Blackburn.    20 yds after Ribchester bridge turn L (SD662355)on drive into housing development, past parking area on the L and follow the FP sign as the track turns R behind the houses (De Tabley Barn).  Take FP (sign posted) on L in 30 yds.  Up side of field, fence on L to stile 40yds R of field corner.  Straight ahead (B 130) through 2 fields via stiles, to reach FB to R  of large tree (SD 666351)
12.6 Cross  footbridge then straight ahead up hill (B 140).  Follow faint path and as it levels out and keep 50 yds L of wood heading towards lone tree.  Straight ahead (B 160) to stile in deer fence with half gate on top.  Straight ahead 100 yds to similar stile in deer fence.  Bear R (B150) across field to stile R of metal gate and 50 yds L of field corner by a large tree.  Ahead on enclosed path to enter farm yard.  Pass the buildings on the L and continue along the farm track to reach a white house (Packgate Fold) and follow the track round to the right to reach lamp post on R near end of row of cottages on R.  (SD 675341) (If you reach the main road, you’ve gone too far!)  
SELF CLIP D On Lamp Post (SD 675341)
12.7 Turn R at lamp post , (Goose Hillock Cottage to your L) to pass  Apple Cottage to your R  Follow the track down and over a bridge and round the grounds of a house (Bolton Hall) to the right.  After ¼ mile, when the track turns R into a drive, continue ahead on grass track to reach metal gate.  (SD 670340)
12.8 At metal gate over stile and keep fence on R (ignore stile on R).  Continue ahead to reach 2 stiles.  Take stile on L, fence on R (again ignore stile on R).  At end of fence bear R (B 250) to pass back of white house.  At horse chestnut tree turn L through metal gate and along enclosed path with side of house now on L.  Ahead to small stile in L corner of hedge by the house wall.  After crossing stile you will come out on the verge of a BUSY ROAD with a small stone pillar in front of you.  (SD 667337)
 
12.9 Cross road (WITH CARE) turn R and in 130 yds as the road bends R take second turning on the L by chevrons to continue AH on track at Eden Hall Lodge.  In 150yds pass Coach House on your R.  In another 200yds pass entrance to a farm.  Continue AH passing rusty farm machinery.   Just after the green machine on R, where main track turns R, go L along unmarked FP for 200yds to reach gate.  Bear R and continue AH for further 100yds to metal gate at entrance to Mire Fold Farm.  Go immediately R & in 20yds through gate.  AH to further gate and stile.  Over and turn R along fence on R.  Cross further stile & cross field (B280).  Maintain B280 bearing passing through a field with trees on both sides using a lone tree in a hollow AH as a direction indicator, passing to R of it.  From tree, B280 into trees and then for 100yds to reach stile.  Over and descend on B280 shortly with fence on R to reach FB on L of path to cross stream.  (SD 653332).  Cross FB  and ascend to R before swinging L uphill to pass between stone gateposts.  Continue along enclosed path, ignoring kissing gate on your R, to reach private road at entrance to Oxendale Hall.  Go through green metal gate.  Ahead on road ignoring L & R turns to reach Park Gate and junction with Osbaldeston Lane.  (SD646331)

12.10 Continue ahead and in 50yds where road bends R, take FP on your L.  Across field (B250) to stile and continue in same direction to stile to R of hedge corner.  Over and ahead with hedge on L.  On reaching stile on L in field corner, cross and immediately over footbridge.  Turn  L (ignore stile on R).  Keep hedge on your L passing pool.  Path bears R with hedge and in 150yds, halfway up field, take stile on your L just before the trees.  Ahead with hedges now on your R for 4 fields to cross footbridge.  Cross field (B210) to road.  (SD641320).  Cross road to FP opposite.  Ignore direction markers (they are wrong!) and ahead with trees on your R for 2 fields.  Cross third field (B220) passing pond on your R and cross fourth field with trees again on your R.  Cross stile and turn L through gate and in 200yds reach road.  (SD640316).  Turn R and follow for 300yds going under A59 to reach a T junction in Mellor Brook village.  Turn R and checkpoint is 10yds on R (SD641313)
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