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Hertfordshire Passenger Transport

Public passenger ransport issues in Hertfordshire are addressed by the County Council's
Passenger Transport Unit (PTU). As a business unit within the Environment Depariment,
the PTU actively promotes the use of public passenger transport. This also forms an
integral part of the TravelWise initiative, designed to encourage sustainable transport
policies.

The PTU is delighted to promote access to the Hertfordshire countryside by public
transport.
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You've decided E:mqm you want to go
We know how to get you there.

e.'l

With details of all bus, coach and
rail services in Hertfordshire
we'll gladly help you find your way,
so why not give us a call ?
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Hertfordshire Traveline

Mondays to w:amﬁ
8.30 am to 5.30 pm
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View of the Beane Valley
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HERTFORDSHIRE
ENVIRONMENTAL
FORUM

Hertfordshire Environment Forum was established in 1992 by o county-wide group
of local authorities. Its wims are to stimulate environmental awareness amongst the
people of Hertfordshire and to encourage involvement, activity and sustainability
amongst all of Hertfordshire’s population, by putting the decisions of the Rio
Summit into effect locally through Local Agenda 21. The Forum seeks fo achieve
these aims with the help of a broad specirum of interest groups in the county

ENVIRONMENT
AGENCY

The Environment Agency combines the work previously done by the National Rivers
Authority (NRA), Her Maijesty’s Inspectorate of Pollution (HMIP} and the waste
regulation authorities. Its main aim is fo secure the environmental protection of
water, land and air.

The Agency has major responsibilities for management and regulation of rivers and
the water environment, for controlling industrial pollufion and for regulating the
disposal of wastes.
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Service

The Countryside Management Service is working with local communities in
Hertfordshire and north London to enhance and promote enjoyment of the
Couniryside. It is supported by Hertfordshire County Council and local District and
Borough Councils. If you wish to know more about the Countryside Management
Service contact one of the local area teams or write to, The Countryside Management
Service, ¢/o Environment Department, County Hall, Hertford, SG13 8DN.

The photograph on the front cover is of Walkern Mill. All photographs by Paul Weller.

Printed on environmentally friendly paper.
Designed and produced by ImmediaDesign Ltd: 01462 624500 / 631621. llustrations by Liz Jarvis & Mike Hadley.
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A walk along the River
Beane and its
gentle valley slopes.
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The village was the home of Jane Wenhom, whoin |
Folkdore os it that in the eleventh century the 1712 was the lost woman in the country o be

' people of nearby Boxe (o vilage on the edge of condemned fo death by a jury for witchcraft. [

Walkern

Stevenage long since deserted) started fo build o Fortunately for her she was released after the _. >m_A
| church. However, each night the stones they loid  iudge obtained _*_m Queenis _,_._ag. Too scored fo |
were moved fo a site on the River Beane. People 81U home she lived in Herfingfordbury unfil her Piny

| believed this was the work of the devil, who was death in 1730.

heard to coll Walk on! Walk onfi os the stones ~ Walkern was once well known for its cider, which
moved. Not wishing fo go against the will of Old  was produced, along with beer, by the Wrights
Nick, the locals finished the church by the Beane  Brewery, opened in 1790. Like many smoller !
| and the place retained the nome the devil gaveit. ~  rural businesses of recent years, the brewery
dlosed in 1986.
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The Bury of Aston waos given fo the brother of M&,,Y e . . \ ’ P Walking \,nr( _.e_m: ikl Sen
Williom the Congueror in the eleventh century, It Ag/ﬁ. ) 7P / Box Hallaf | -~ \ near Walker & N =
| loter become part of o Benedictine Abbey. After l.ﬂm&u__ Sl . (\\/- i % e 1 Grd
the dissolufion of the monasteries in 1536 it was =W LS, otsd e Em T 0 > P e %L.__ Mungen
5 granted to one of Henry VIII's knights, who then . . i 4 d=m "I, Q | te \U Sugby's )
Pl LU built the main part of the house. The village hos o ords! : 4 N ) 7 : KN N
h l number of cotfages dating from around this fime. SN ™ JV.FU@ N\, " ibury Hail odee. N PH \w\w‘
i Watton-at-Stone Stone’ is thought to refer to two rocks of

Y The village is thought to be on the site of o Roman Hertfordshire Puddingstone on the edge of the [¢ 3 V Q
— Comp. Many Roman remains were found when the  Villoge, one of which is now outside the Wagon and :
= f. .5 by-pass to the east of the village wos built. There Horses public house.
auriS “ .fﬁm\.‘\ ' are also o number of burial mounds oround the  There are o number of springs in and around the |

mﬁcu%_ 2  village, some of which have been excovated and  villge. These included one which ws reputed fo "

: = date from Roman and Saxon fimes. Other remains  have healing powers. This has now dried up but
P discovered in the area include the eorliest example was o populor spa in the post.

S\ of stoined glass window in Europe.
fdte HT/ *| The name Watton is derived from the Soxon word
‘Wat' meaning o moist and watery place. The ‘at-
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%or, The Norman church on the side of the river retains o
b churchyord ful of wildflowers, where the lack of use

" of herhicides and fertilisers allows plants like
- meadow saxifrage, lody’s smock and harebell to

thrive.

G am The eighteenth century mansion house, now a
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of the river by the addifion of a sluice ond is now |
Bufts Gy used for fishing. Many water birds use the loke, Wﬁo_.ﬁm ® Yo
™| including dobehick, tufted duck ond the elegant o )

grea cested grebe. L% Wade:
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mum,;om w\m\\ Pr Where Mimer coming in, invites her sister Beane
i r
: Among the chalky bank 1increose their Mistress’
train”
Michael Drayton (circa 1600)
Hertford is ot the point where the rivers Beane, :
o Mimram, Rib and Lee oll converge. The settlement P&
/1" dates back to Saxon fimes. A Norman Castle (now o
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I!r.xm 1 At Waterford the river passes through Waterford <3 \w\./ 5 f
D1 g LS N Marsh. This common land is owned and managed ‘Waterfdrd\
| == /.w”.f\ s S ; 7V aLertQEGARaY |
273 [y oaﬂ.m(Fu. — by the parish coundil, guided by an environmental &
i(hn‘.&. P 7 “ﬁ P management plan. As the river approaches the weir Y Gravel Pits ﬂ 2
- .4 _ Fs af the southern end of the marsh it slows and 4

deposits silt, in which many plonts grow. These
include water parsley, butterbur, river woter
' dropwort and marestail, which is usually ossocioted |
.+ with ponds. i
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